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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the behaviors in caring for
the person with movement disability of family members in Chanthaburi province;
(2) to find the relationships of characteristics of the disabled, characteristics of the
care givers, and family factors with the behaviors of family members in caring for
movement disabled person in the family; and (3) to determine factors predicting the
behaviors of family members in caring for the person with movement disability.

The sample consisted of 332 family members who had to take care of
movement disabled person in the family in Chanthaburi province. The employed
research instrument was a questionnaire for care givers of movement disabled person
to be used for collecting data on characteristics of the movement disabled persons,
characteristics of the care givers for the movement disabled persons, characteristics of
the families of the movement disabled persons, and behaviors in caring for the
movement disabled persons.  Statistics for data analysis were the frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square test, Pearson’s correlation, and
regression equation.

The research findings showed that (1) the behavior as a whole of family
members in caring for the person with movement disability was at the moderate level;
(2) factors related to the behaviors of family members in caring for the person with
movement disability included severity of disability, attitudes towards the disabled,
knowledge on taking care of a disabled person,and motivation for caring of the
movement disabled from within and outside of the family; and ( 3 ) factors that could
predict the variance of behaviors in caring for the person with movement disability
were the motivation within the family for taking care of the movement disabled
person, commitment of family members, care giver’s knowledge on taking care of the
disabled person, motivation from outside of the family for taking care of the disabled
person, severity level of disability, and family members’ attitude towards the
disabled; and the six factors could be combined to explain for the variance of
behaviors in caring for the disabled by 24 per cent (R? = .24).

Keywords: Movement disabled person, Family, Care for the disabled
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