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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) the general information of members of
Ao Thong Khoe Conservation Group, 2) the operation of the coastal fisheries resource
management, 3) the participation of members in the management for the coastal
fisheries resource management, and 4) the developmental guideline for the participation
in the coastal fisheries resource management of the group.

This study was a mixed-method research investigating the total of 51 participants
who are members of Ao Thong Khoe Conservation Group and are registered with
the local fishing community organization of Chumphon Fisheries Provincial Office.
The data were collected by using questionnaires and focus group interview. The quantitative
data were analyzed and expressed as frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum
value, mean, and standard deviation. The qualitative data were analyzed by content
analysis.

The results showed that 1) the majority of group members were male with
an average age of 46.88 years old. Most of the members engage in fishing occupations
with an average income of 111,862.75 baht per year. In addition, they found that there
were problems in the area involving with the decreases in the number of aquatic animals.
2) For the operation of the members, it was found that they have registered themselves,
following the Announcement of the Department of Fisheries, under the name of
“Ao Thong Kho Conservation Group”. The group also held community meetings,
which was organized to prepare and plan for the group's agenda. There were total of
7 plans, which include creating boundary conservation areas for aquatic animals,
releasing of aquatic animals into the area, creating an artificial home from local materials
for aquatic animals, blue swimmer crab banks, mangrove plantation, mussel farming,
and monitoring of illegal fishing. 3) For, the participation of members in the management
of the coastal fisheries resources, it was found that the level of participation in learning
about operational problems and beneficial gains was the highest. Moreover, the
participation in planning and following up results was at high level. Lastly, 4) there
were two possible approaches regarding to the development guideline for the participation
of members in the coastal fisheries resource management, which are the developmental
approaches at organization level and at group level.

Keywords: Participation, Coastal fisheries resource management, Ao Thong Khoe
Conservation Group, Chumphon Province
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