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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic condition
of farmers in Nong Bua Lum Phu Province (2) performance of the Agricultural
Learning Center (3) satisfaction of farmers towards performance of the Agricultural
Learning Center (4) problems and suggestions for developing the Agricultural
Learning Center and (5) guidelines for developing the Agricultural Learning Center.

Studied population: (1) 300 leading farmers participated in 2017 training
of the Agricultural Learning Center. Sample size identified by Taro Yamane formula
with error of 0.07 and sample group of 122 farmers selected. Simple random sampling
was done by draw lots of farmers name list who had participated in the training, 20-21
farmers from each center. (2) Working staff at different levels responsible for the
Agricultural Learning Center, prototype farmers and community leaders totally 33
persons. With purposive sampling, the sample group was 15 persons of total.
Triangulation design: convergence model. Quantitative data and qualitative data was

collected by interview while and collected by focus group. Quantitative data was
analyzed by computer program. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, ranking, standard deviation and data analysis and

synthesis.

Findings: (1) 68.0% of the farmers were male. Their main occupation is
farmer. Their average age was 54.73 years. 70.5% finished primary school. Their
average time in training participation at the Center was 28.80 times. (2) Performance
of the Center; all of 4 aspects were at high level i.e. prototype farmer, the Center
administration management, the Center components and the Center services (mean:
4.12, 4.03, 3.89 and 3.82 respectively). (3) The farmers’ satisfaction towards 4 aspects
of the Center’s performance was at high level namely prototype farmer, the Center
administration management, the Center components and the Center services (mean:
3.99, 3.95 and 3.80 the same, respectively. (4) Problems of 4 aspects of the Center’s
performance were at low level (mean: 2.02-2.30). They agreed at the highest level
with suggestion for the Center’s performance in the aspect of the Center
administration management (mean: 4.25). (5) They agreed at the highest level with
guidelines for developing the Center in the aspect of the Center components and
prototype farmer (the same mean 4.27). The important development guidelines for the
Center included improving infrastructure, developing learning plot, learning station to
be ready, developing course in response to community needs, providing knowledge
and new techniques, transferring knowledge to prototype farmers, integrating work
and connecting network to serve and follow up customers, building successors of
prototype farmers and developing further as agro-tourism destination.

Keywords: Agricultural Learning Center, Guidelines for Developing, Performance,

Nong Bua Lum Phu Province
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