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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic socio-economic conditions
of farmers, (2) conditions of safety vegetable production as the large agricultural land plot by
farmers, (3) problems and suggestions of farmers on safety vegetable production as large
agricultural land, and (4) extension needs of farmers for safety vegetable production as the
large agricultural land plot.

The population of this study were 120 farmers who participated in safety
vegetable production in the large agricultural land plot extension project in Phan Sao Sub-
District, Bang Rakam District, Phitsanulok Province. The sample size was comprised 92
farmers and selected by using simple sampling method. Data were collected by interviewed
questionnaire and analyzed to have frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of the study were showed that (1) 68.5 % of farmers was female
with the average of 52.73 years old; 42.4% of them completed grade 4 of primary education.
The average household member was 3.03 persons and 60.9% was a member of agricultural
cooperatives and received information and knowledge about safety vegetable production
from agricultural extension officers. They had an average experience in growing safety
vegetable of 6.49 years. Farmers received the average of 6.47 time/year of training about
safety vegetable production. (2) For safety vegetable production, farmers who analyzed the
soil were constituted to 23.9%. The cropping area was a flatland and 66.3% of farmers used
organic fertilizer. Farmers utilized mixed method in dealing with pest and disease controls;
33.7% selected and decorated vegetable before selling the products; 7 2.8 % had sold their
products through agricultural cooperatives; 84.8 % had attended the training from Phan Sao
local authority; and 46.8% had followed the GAP. Some of the farmers had not recorded and
followed-up the information records of the crop producing operations. (3) Problems and
recommendations, it was revealed that the highest level of problems that the farmers
encountered were the pest control and a high fertilizer/chemical costs. Farmers suggested
about the reduction of production cost, they would like to receive more knowledge about pest
controls and tailor-made fertilizer. Furthermore (4) farmers would like to receive additional
knowledge in protecting and getting rid of diseases, pest control, and fertilizer management
and the usage of tailor-made fertilizer. For the agricultural extension channel, farmers’ needs
were on the highest level to receive the help from the government sector through pamphlets
and guidelines. The extension methods were rated at a high level, these were demonstration
and lecture. In regards to service and support, farmers needed good seedlings, the help in
finding good quality and cheap production supplies, and the production price protection,
these needs were indicated at the highest level.

Keywords: Agricultural extension needs, Safety vegetable production, Large Agricultural
Land Plot Extension System, Phitsanulok Province
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