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Abstract

This research aims to study the communication pattern in transferring local wisdom
of traditional royal gold brocade (phaa yok thong) Chan Soma Silk Weaving group in Surin
Province regarding on 1) communication context 2) communication process 3) guidelines for the
development of communication styles.

This research applied qualitative methods with in-depth interview, focus group
discussion and observation technique. The 13 key informants were purposely selected from folk
philosophers of the Chan Soma Silk Weaving group who has experiences in weaving silk with
traditional royal gold brocade (Phaa yok thong) over 10 years, such as group administrator, group
secretary, weaving managers, weavers, scholars and folk media workers. Research instruments
included in-depth interview guideline, focus group discussion form and field-note for observation.
Data were analyzed with inductive conclusion.

The results revealed that 1) In the communication context, the community characteristics
are positive strength and outstanding in silk weaving and being known as an important Surin
tourist attraction. The major occupations of the community are agriculture. Weaving is also found
as supplementary occupation. The Thai silk weaving group was established by Arjarn Weeratham
Trakulngernthai, head of the group, who gathering skilled weavers to weaving silk with traditional
royal gold brocade and developing their group to be a well-known community. Furthermore, in
economic condition, the community’s incomes generated from selling silk which has been
transferring a technique of folk weaving from generation to generation as a rural interdependent
culture society. 2) The communication process consists of the senders, namely, the villagers of the
Chan Soma Group, the scholars and the folk media practitioners, while the messages are the silk
production process, the knowledge transferring, and the application through the channels
including personal media, the products, special media and activities. The receivers include family
members, academic group, folk media practitioners and general public. 3) The guidelines for
development of communication styles supposed to emphasize the communication development in
3 steps. Firstly, in the production stage, people who transfer local wisdom to the villagers should
focus on interpersonal communication through conversations, teaching, explaining, demonstrating,
experimenting as well as watching video. Secondly, in knowledge transferring stage, focusing on
personal media, activities media, and using a combination of telling-the-teaching methods and
group practice in order to teach and transfer their own knowledge to each other. Lastly, in the
application stage, emphasizing on using the silk product and brainstorming for the adaptation and
value creation. Furthermore, the participatory communication must be used in every step, starting
from the beginning to ending process; such as brainstorming, policy making, implementation,
profit sharing and evaluation.

Keywords: Communication style, Communication process, Local knowledge, Knowledge transfer
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