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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) intrapersonal communication patterns
that affected university undergraduate students’ decisions to sell, refuse to sell or stop selling
sexual services; 2) intrapersonal communication regarding inner personality that affected the
outward appearance and decisions to engage in prostitution of undergraduate students in Bangkok
who work at night; and 3) recommended approaches to solve the problem of university undergraduate
students engaging in prostitution.

This was a qualitative research. Data were analyzed from print media and electronic
media as well as in-depth interviews with 20 key informants chosen through the snowball method
from among both male and female university undergraduate students in Bangkok who worked at
night and were at risk of engaging in the sex trade. The data collection tool was an in-depth
interview form and data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that 1) the thread of intrapersonal communication among
undergraduate students who worked at night that affected their decision to engage in prostitution
were mainly thoughts about their economic status that was seen as below others. The students told
themselves that if they were enrolled at an higher educational institution then prostitution
customers would pay them compensation highly enough to earn money easily in a short time
without having to work hard. For those students who refused to engage in prostitution, their
intrapersonal communication was on the theme that they realized if they did they would be
branded as bad people. They wanted to graduate and find a secure career so that their families
would be proud and they could hold their heads high in society. As for the students who had
engaged in prostitution but decided to quit, their intrapersonal communication focused on the
thought that they had had enough, they had saved enough money and they wanted to start a family.
2) Intrapersonal communication regarding inner personality that affected outward appearance and
decisions to engage in prostitution was mainly location based. For example, during the daytime
when they were at class their appearance was respectable but when they were working at night
their appearance was seductive, eye-catching, and welcoming to potential customers even if their
inner feeling opposed that trait or was not willing. 3) The recommended model for solving the
problem of university undergraduate students who work at night engaging in prostitution can be
summarized as setting plans to guard and check on one’s intrapersonal communication patterns
about one’s inner and outer personality in order to direct decision making to decide not to sell
sexual services.

Keywords: Intrapersonal communication, University undergraduate student, Prostitution
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