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Thesis title: Facebook Uses Behavior and Media Literacy of Buddhist Monks and
Novices in Muang District, Loei Province

Researcher: Phra Weerachai Armatmontree; ID: 2551500347;

Degree: Master of Communication Arts; Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Santat Thongrin,

Assistant Professor; (2) Paiboon Kachentaraphan, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2017

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) Facebook uses behavior of
Buddhist monks in Mueang District, Loei Province; 2) their media literacy level;
3) the association between the monks’ demographic characteristics and their level of
media literacy; and 4) the relationship between Facebook uses behavior and media
literacy.

The sample was 297 Buddhist monks and novices residing at temples in
Mueang District, Loie Province, chosen through multi-stage sampling. The research tool
was a questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed using percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi square and correlation coefficient.

The results showed that 1) the majority of samples had used Facebook for 1 or
2 years and used it every day for 30 minutes to one hour. They mostly used Facebook in
their quarters, most often during the time period 17:00 — 20:00. Their main activities were
to converse, read, express opinions, and follow other people’s information. 2) The
samples had a high level of media literacy. 3) Differences in the variables of the samples’
length of time being ordained as a monk or novice, educational level as a layman, and
educational level in Bali language were associated with differences in level of media
literacy to a statistically significant degree. 4) The variables of Facebook uses behavior of
length of time of use, frequency of use, time period of use, and location of use were

related to level of media literacy in the aspects of awareness and analysis.

Keywords: Uses behavior, Media literacy, Facebook
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