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Thesis title: Package Development for Value-added of Melinjo (Gnetum gnemon L.)
Of Farmer in Big Field Group of Mueag Phuket District in Phuket Province
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Abstract

This research objectives were to study (1) socio-economic factors and marketing
of farmers, (2) socio-economic factors and behavior of consumers, (3) social factors of expert
designers, (4) packag effectiveness evaluation of ready to cook melinjo, and (5) opinions and
suggestion for the package of ready to cook melinjo.

Population of this research were composed of 36 farmers from large land plot
farmer group in Muang District, Phuket Province and three expert designers. Identification of
sample size were 120 consumers were also selected by accidental sampling. Data collection
by interviewed method. Statistics for analyzing data were frequency, percentage, maximum
value, minimum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of the research were concluded as follows: (1) Most of farmers were
male with an average age of 58.44 years and educated at elementary school. The Average of
farm labor was 1.47 persons; farming area average was 14.65 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square
meters); melinjo producing area average was 2.74 rai; an average melinjo produce was
2,861.90 kilograms / rai /year. Half of farmer was certified by GAP; marketing channel was
in community fresh market direct selling to consumer; and mix quality of product was sold at
an average price of 84.76 baht per kilogram. (2) Most of consumer were female with an
average age of 34.08 years, status single and finished a bachelor’s degree. An average of
family member was 3.50 persons. They were private company employees with average
income of 18,543.14 baht per month. They bought melinjo directly from local fresh market
because it was convenience with purchasing average of 2.46 time per month, 2.72 bundle per
time, and considering source of production every time before buying the produce. (3) All of
three expert designers were male with an average age of 37.67 years, finished higher than
bachelor’s degree, and designer experience average of 10.17 years. (4) Overall of evaluation
for ready to cook melinjo packaging by farmers was excellent, but evaluations by consumers
and expert designers was at good level, packaging convenience topic had the highest score.
Furthermore (5) opinions and suggestion of melinjo ready to cook package included cost
should be reduced for package development but quality as use to be; package should be made
of natural material from local community; it should separate areas in the package to be
proportion for protect moistness of melinjo and movement of other components. In addition,
there should be Phuket definition on product logo, more pattern of agriculture product for
outstanding, and more colorful of attraction than other product.

Keywords: Package development, Melinjo (Gnetum gnemon L.), Phuket Province
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