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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) the history and beliefs in Somdet Choa
Koh Yo, (2) the rituals about the beliefs in Somdet Choa Koh Yo in Kho Yo, Kho Yo
Sub District Mueang Songkhla District, Songkhla Province.

The qualitative method, unstructured interview and participant observation were used in
this research by collecting data from five leaders of the community, four ritual performers or
Buddhist leaders, ten villagers who participated in rituals or villagers who made vows to Somdet
Choa Koh Yo and eighteen villagers which were from nine village of Kho Yo Subdistrict.

The results of this research showed that Somdet Choa Koh Yo was a monk who was
from Ayutthaya and came to Kho Yo. Then he went to Khao Kut and lived there until the end of
his life to disseminate Buddhism. The pagoda was built by Kho Yo villagers to put the retain of
Somdet Choa Koh Yo. The beliefs in Somdet Choa Koh Yo can be divided in to two groups:
(1) the beliefs in Somdet Choa Koh Yo which consist of beliefs in a sacred well, beliefs in
miracles, beliefs in sacred objects, beliefs in making vows, beliefs in the fulfillment of a vow
ceremony; (2) the beliefs in Somdet Choa Koh Yo related to the rituals which consist of beliefs
in entertainment, beliefs in trident candle worship, beliefs in a parade of the sacred cloth through
Khao Kut, beliefs in the pagoda, beliefs in wrapping the sacred cloth around the pagoda and beliefs
in sacred statues. The rituals about Somdet Choa Koh Yo consisted of the celebration of the
sacred cloth, the ceremony of wrapping the sacred cloth around the pagoda and the fulfillment of a
vow ceremony. The values of society and customs, the values of religion and the values of economy

are found from the analysis of the values from the rituals and beliefs in Somdet Choa Koh Yo.
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