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Abstract

The objectives were to research for the guidelines for development of agricultural
extension officers responsible for home economics extension in the following aspects:
(1) knowledge and knowledge sources of home economics extension, (2) the opinion
towards expected and practical roles, (3) the opinion towards the operational conditions
and factors relating to the home economics extension role, and (4) problems and guidelines
for development of agricultural extension officer responsible for home economics extension.

The population was 86 agricultural extension officers responsible for home
economics extension in eastern region. The sample size of 58 officers was determined by
Taro Yamane formula with an error of 0.05 and selected by simple random sampling
method. 13 officers were selected from regional officers at regional office, operational
center, and provincial offices. The total number of the samples were 71 officers. The data
were collected by using a questionnaire and group discussion. Statistics used were
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
ranking, and multiple regression analysis.

The results showed that most of agricultural extension officers were female
with an average age of 34.45 years. The majority completed bachelor’s degree in agriculture.
The average numbers of years and sub-districts responsible for home economics
extension was 2.89 years and 4.81 sub-districts. The average salary was 20,162.39 Baht.
(1) The agricultural extension officers had high level of knowledge of home economics
and received knowledge from various sources at moderate level. (2) The opinion towards
the expected role was at high level and the practical role was at moderate level especially on
the coordination with experts and agricultural experience. (3) The opinion towards the
operational conditions in performing home economics extension was at high level especially
on farm women group. The salary, level of operational problems in home economics
extension, and the level of knowledge fulfilment from various sources were related to
the practical role of the officers at statistical significant level of 0.05. (4) The operational
problem of home economics extension was at a high level especially lack of officers
who graduated in the field of home economics. The guidelines for development of officers is
that it should extension knowledge and skills in home economics to the officers responsible
for home economics extension at all levels continuously. The curriculum should contain
home economics extension for government officials; the media on operations should be
easy to understand the role and duty of government officials responsible for home economics
should be identified clearly on every level.

Keywords: Development of agricultural extension officer, Home economics extension,
East Region
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X 1.000  .100 .097  -.009 161 124
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