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Abstract

This research aims to study (1) social and economic factor (2) pesticide residue free
vegetable production (3) decision making on pesticide residue free vegetable production and (4)
problems and the suggestions in decision making on pesticide residue free vegetable production
of farmers in Saraburi Province.

380 pesticide residue free vegetable farmers in Saraburi were the population. The
samples in this study were 133 farmers selected by simple random sampling. Questionnaires
were employed to collect the data and analyzed by using statistics included Frequency,
Percentage, Minimum Value, Maximum Value, Mean, Standard Deviation, and Ranking.

The results revealed that (1) almost two-third of farmers were female who were
averagely 50.15 years old. Almost a half of them finished primary school. Most of farmers were
members of farmers’ group and organization and receive support, counseling and advices from
agricultural officers. They had average of 2.9 in agriculture, average household income.
Approximately two-thirds of the vegetable markets were selling through middlemen. They had
averaged 3.24 years of experience in Vegetable production; more than half of them have highly
known about Pesticide Residue Free Vegetable Production and one-third of them have known
about Pesticide Residue Free Vegetable Production in the highest level. The average cost of
production of vegetables has 7,247.17 baht per rai per production cycle. Income from vegetable
production average was 14,271.24 baht per rai per production cycle. (2) More than one third of
the farmers planted leaf vegetables; holy basil and two-thirds of the farmers planted fruits
vegetable; chilli. More than a half of them planted vegetables only once a year and the average
planting was 3.09 rai 1 rai = 1,600 m2. More than two-thirds of the participants buy seeds from
the store and use organic fertilizer. Nearly two-thirds of plantings use plant extracts to control
pests. And most of the participants have been make a note of practiced in growing vegetables
(3) Overall farmers decided to plant pesticide residue free vegetable in the high level in
according to the fives stages in the innovation decision process. The knowledge stage, practice
should provide knowledge on planting, plant care after planting, harvesting and post harvesting,
and marketing. The persuasion stage, farmers seek more information about producers, social,
and environmental aspects. The decision stage, practice should give farmers an opportunities to
attend the training courses, fieldtrip, and agricultural inputs support while the innovation should
simple to practice. The implementation stage, the farmers need technical assistance about
technology application, production problem, and preventing the problem. The Confirmation
stage, agricultural officers should provide continuously information, knowledge, assistance, and
monitoring. (4) The farmers have problems with pesticide residue free vegetable production in
the moderate level in according to the fives stages in the innovation decision process. (5) The
participants suggested about the production of vegetables in the high level and suggested that
agricultural officers should emphasized the importance of the fives stages in the innovation
decision process for pesticide residue free vegetable production extension.

Keywords: Decision Making, Pesticide Safety VVegetable Production, Saraburi Province
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