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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic fundamental
state of village agricultural volunteers in Sukhothai Province; (2) to study their opinions on
their practice adhering to the roles of village agricultural volunteers; (3) to study their practice
adhering to the roles of village agricultural volunteers; (4) to compare the level of their
opinions with their practice on agricultural extension work; and (5) to study their problems
and suggestions on their practice adhering to the roles of village agricultural volunteers on
agricultural extension work.

The population in this study was 843 village agricultural volunteers in Sukhothai
Province. 164 samples were selected by using simple random sampling methodology, plus 54
agricultural extension academics who evaluated the practice of village agricultural volunteers
selected by using specific random sampling methodology.

The data were collected by interviewing the studied volunteers. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and t-test analysis to compare the
level of the volunteers’ opinions with their practice. The findings of this study were as
follows: (1) most of the studied village agricultural volunteers in Sukhothai Province were
male. Their average age was 47.18 years. They were educated at upper secondary level. Their
average number of household labor was 4.10 persons. Their average income deriving from
working in agricultural sectors and non-agricultural sectors were 123,657.93 baht/year and
83,498.65 baht/year respectively, and their average total income was 338,227.23 baht/year.
Their average agricultural area was 22.03 rai. More than a half of them sat in their village
committee. Most of them were a member of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. They had received agricultural information and knowledge from meetings,
training courses, and seminars. They had been trained at high level and supported from
related sectors at medium level. (2) considering the volunteers’ opinions on their practice on
agricultural extension work, it was found that, on the whole, they agreed with their practice at
the highest level, their opinions on updating agricultural situations in their village and
reporting emergency situations to related sectors were at the highest level. (3) the outcome of
the agricultural extension work of the studied volunteers was generally at high level, the first
important issue was updating agricultural situations in their village and reporting emergency
situations to related sectors. (4) the level of their opinions on their practice in the issue of
examining documents of farmer register, collecting farmers’ requirements, joining with their
village committee in implementing a plan for agricultural development, coordinating
agricultural development work, monitoring plant disease and insect spread, and surveying the
areas that faced a natural disaster was different from the outcome of the volunteers’ practice
at 0.01 statistical significance. And (5) the volunteers faced problems at the highest level with
collecting agricultural fundamental data of their village. They suggested that they should have
been explained to make them understand how to do their work and their proficiency should
have been developed in the aspect of collecting documents of farmer register.

Keywords: Practice Adhering to the Role, Village Agricultural Volunteer, Sukhothai
Province
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