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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of
rambutan farmers in Chanthaburi Province; (2) their knowledge of off-season rambutan
production; (3) their technology utilization of off-season rambutan production; (4) their
attitude toward technology utilization of off-season rambutan production; and (5) their
problems and suggestions on technology utilization of off-season rambutan production.

The population in this study was 7,187 rambutan farmers in Chanthaburi
Province. 121 samples were selected from these farmers. The data were collected by
interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value,
maximum value, and ranking.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) the studied farmers were more male
than female. Their average age was 51.17 years. Their income deriving from off-season
rambutan production was 273,708.33 baht/year. Their average total agricultural area and
rambutan cultivating area were 20.33 rai and 6.48 rai respectively. Their average produce was
1,638.78 kg/rai. Their average period of experience of producing off-season rambutans was
6.62 years. 2) most of the studied farmers had knowledge of off-season rambutan production
at high level in the issues of determining the bearing fruit period, using technique for
producing off-season rambutans, and following practice steps of producing off-season
rambutans, while their knowledge at low level was in the issues of applying fertilizer to the
ground to push twig production earlier, watering their plants from blossoming state to
blooming state, Spraying 1-naphthyl acetic acid 4.5% W/V SL (Planofix) hormone to prevent
their fruit from falling, pushing their plants to produce twigs earlier and using chemicals to
push them to grow faster, spraying chemicals to eliminate pests, applying fertilizer to the
ground when their fruit grew completely, applying chemicals to prevent fungi, and packing
their produce in packages. 3) the studied farmers utilized technology in off-season rambutan
production in the issues of pushing their plants to blossom earlier, trimming branches after
harvesting, applying fertilizer to push their plants to produce twigs earlier, watering their
plants when their fruit grew completely, sorting out rotten fruit, grading their fruit by size and
packing them. 4) the studied farmers’ attitude toward technology utilization of off-season
rambutan production was at high level in the issues of being hard to produce off-season
rambutans, requiring much knowledge and skills, however, off-season rambutans were in
demand, having high selling price, being worthwhile, and increasing their income. And 5)
more than a half of the studied farmers faced problems with drought, insufficiency of water
sources. They made suggestions at the highest level that related sectors should have set
training courses to transfer them knowledge of technology utilization of off-season rambutan
production, organized field studies for them, and supported them to unite and build a network
to link them strongly.

Keywords : Farmers Technology Utilization of Off-Season Rambutan Chanthaburi Province
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