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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic
fundamental state of sugarcane farmers in Si Satchanalai District of Sukhothai Province;
(2) their practice in sugarcane production; (3) their problems in sugarcane production; and
(4) their extension needs in sugarcane production.

The population in this study was 3,096 sugarcane farmers in Si Satchanalai
District of Sukhothai Province in the production year 2013/2014. 192 samples were
selected by using simple random sampling technique. The data were collected by
interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical used were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were
male with average age at 48.63 years. They were educated at primary level. The average
period of their experience of sugarcane production was 11.03 years. Their average number
of household member and household labor were 3.32 persons and 2.17 persons
respectively. Most of them were a member/client of the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives and a member of sugarcane factories. Their average agricultural
area and sugarcane production area were 46.44 rai and 42.15 rai respectively. Their average
cost of sugarcane production was 27,942.64 baht/rai. Their average produce was 12.76
tons/rai. And their average income deriving from sugarcane production was 41,110.57
baht/rai. (2) considering their practice in sugarcane production, it was found that most of the
studied farmers practiced in the issues of soil fertilizing before production, using sugarcane
tribe trunks aged 8-10 months and leaving at least 2 stumps on the ground. They produced
their sugarcane tribe trunks in raised beds at 1.0 - 1.5 meters apart. They applied fertilizer
and eliminated plant diseases and pests regularly. Their produce would have been harvested
at the age of 10-14 months after production and transported to factories within 1-2 days
after harvesting by clean trucks. (3) the studied farmers faced problems with their sugarcane
production at high level in the issue of lacking good sugarcane tribe trunks. And (4) most of
the studied farmers needed knowledge of sugarcane production at medium level in the
issues of tribe trunks, raising, eliminating plant diseases and pests, protecting sugarcane
stumps, and techniques for increasing sugar quality. In the aspect of agricultural extension
channel, they needed to be supported at medium level through government officials and
brochures; in the aspect of agricultural extension methods, they needed at high level in the
form of setting demonstration plots to demonstrate sugarcane stump raising; in the aspect of
services and support, they needed them at the highest level in the issues of sugarcane price
guarantee, marketplaces, cheap production factors, good quality sugarcane tribe trunks,
buying centers for their produce, implementing production plan, marketing, and low interest
loan sources

Keywords: Sugarcane, Agricultural Extension Needs, Sukhothai Province
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