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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) knowledge and understanding of the roles
and knowledge resources of Village Agricultural Volunteers ( VAV) and officers in
charge of Village Agricultural Volunteer (VAV), 2) role implementation of VAVs and
role supporting from officers in charge of VAV. 3) potential development and role
supporting of VAVs and officers in charge of VAV. 4.) problems, suggestions and
guideline to promote the role of VAVs and officers in charge of VAV.

The whole population of this research were 2,120 VAVs and 18 officers in
charge of VAVs. Using multi-stage sampling method, the sample consisted of 187
VAVs and 18 officers in charge of VAV. The tools for collecting data were closed-end
and open-ended questionnaires and then analyzed by using computer program. The
descriptive statistics were frequency, percentage, maximum, minimum, mean and
standard deviation.

The results were as follow 1 ) VAVs and officers in charge had overall
knowledge at high level in all 4 aspects of main duty of VAV, the mean of village
primary agricultural data collection was higher than other aspects and about the source
of knowledge, the mean of personal media was higher than activity media, printing
media, electronic media and information technology media. 2) VAVs and officer in
charge had overall roles implementation at high level in all 4 aspects of main duty of
VAV, the mean of village primary agricultural data collection was higher than other
aspects. 3) VAVs had overall demand of potential development at high level, with 1 5
issues were at high level such as there should be agricultural inputs and the operating
expenses support. While the officers had overall demand of potential developments at
high level, with 7 issues were at the highest level such as glorification, skill development
and training, activities and projects participation. 4) Problems in operation according to
role of VAV, the research found that VAVs and officers in charge had overall problem
at moderate level, the mean of village primary agricultural data collection was higher
than other aspects while the officers, the mean of operating according to policy and
knowledge transferring was at high level. Suggestions of the research, in the part of
VAV, 1) there should be support for operational facilities. 2) Participating in all village
level agricultural development plan. 3) VAVs should be the leader as well as using a
variety of media. While in the part of officers, 1) there should be a support of the
learning media for transferring knowledge to VAVSs. 2) There should be a training
provided to educate VAVs. 3) There should be the performance motivation of the
VAVs, create a morale and exalte with honor.

Keywords: Operation, role supporting, Village Agricultural Volunteer (VAV), Surin Province
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