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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the situation and trends of
orchid harvested areas, production and prices, 2) analyze the orchid seasonal price
indexes, 3) compare orchid trends and seasonal price indexes, 4) analyze the
relationships among orchid harvested areas, production and prices, and 5) forecast
orchid harvested areas, production, and prices.

The research was documentary research, carried out by using secondary
data of monthly and yearly statistical data dating back eight years from 2003 to 2010.
Data were analyzed by using mean, standard deviation, simple regression, and time
series analysis, including trend analysis and seasonal index.

The research findings were 1) the harvested areas, production and prices of
orchids were increasing. The forecasting models for harvested areas, production and
prices in Nakhon Pathom Province were cubic equations. The forecasting models for
harvested areas, production and prices in Samut Sakhon Province were quadratic,
cubic and exponential equations, respectively. 2) The seasonal price indexes of
orchids in Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon Province ranged from 78.77 to 118.91 and
from 60.03 to 143.88, respectively. Maximum values for both provinces were in May,
while the minimum values for Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon Provinces were in
December and October, respectively. 3) The seasonal price indexes in the two
provinces were not significantly different. 4) Orchid prices were related to the
harvested areas and production, both changing in the same direction. 5) Harvested
area and production forecast tended to bedecreased, while orchid prices forecast
tended to be increased every year.

Keywords: Orchid, Forecast, Trend, Seasonal index, Samut Sakhon Province,
Nakhon Pathom Province
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