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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study situations of dry season
soybean production, 2) study dry season soybean production management, and 3)
analyze dry season soybean production management by farmers in Mae Ngoen Sub-
District, Chiang Saen District Chiang Rai Province.

This research was a survey research combined with additional data
collected from interviews and a focus group discussion. The population was 240
farmers growing soybeans in the dry season, and the sample size was 48 farmers, 20
of whom participated in the focus group discussion. The data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics, i.e. mathematical frequency, percentage, and mean.

The research results showed that 1) Most of the farmers (95.83%) prepared

soil by cutting and burning the rice straw, 97.20% used Chiang Mai 60 soybean seeds,
and only 47.92% mixed the seeds with rhizobium. Many farmers (66.67%) scattered
the seeds in rows at the rate of 20 kg/rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?) and irrigated every 7-14
days. Most of them (79.17%) used chemical fertilizer formula 25-5-5 at the rate of
8.50 kg/rai. Many farmers (62.5%) used paraquat dichloride as a weed Killer, and
used mancozeb as well as burning to eradicate mildew. Harvesting was done when
the pods turned brown. An average yield was 265.4 kg/rai and the farmers sold
mixed-grade soybeans to a local middle man at the average price of 15.67 baht/kg.
2) An analysis results indicated that the famers should make improvements in soil
preparation, rate of seeds use, chemical fertilizer formula, and harvesting. 3) From
the analysis of soybean production management, farmers who used their own seeds
should prepare area for seed production, and using intensive practices, and should
store their seeds in a place with humidity lower than 10%. For soil preparation, the
field should be ploughed and tilled instead of burning the rice straws, and chemical
fertilizer formula 25-5-5 should be applied before planting at the rate of 8.50 kg/rai.
Farmers should follow recommended practices to manage diseases, weeds and insects.
In order to gain a higher price, products should be dried and graded before selling,
and the farmers should join to a group to increase their bargaining power.

Keywords: Production management, Dry season soybean production,
Chiang Rai Province
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