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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) economic and social
conditions of chili farmers using GAP method in Hua Reau Sub-District, Mueang
District, Ubon Ratchathani Province; 2) their chili production management; and 3)
their difficulties and guidelines to improve the chili production using GAP method.

The population studied was members of a farmers group who produce chili
using GAP in Ban Nong Jik, Hua Reau Sub-District, Mueang District, Ubon
Ratchathani Province. The sample size was 30 people. Data were collected by
interviews. Qualitative data were analyzed by content analysis, and quantitative data
were calculated for frequency, percentage, mean, maximum, minimum and standard
deviation.

Results showed that 1) more than half of the chili farmers studied were
female with an average age of 49.56. Their highest education was elementary school.
The average number of family members was 4.03. Most supported themselves by
growing rice. On average they had 12.5 years experience in chili production. Most
were members of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operatives.
Motivation for growing chili was income. The average number of laborers in each
family was 2.24 people, with additional average hired labor of 2.80 people. The
average area used for growing chili was 1.73 rai (2,768 m?), and the capital cost for
growing chili was 8,750 baht/rai. The average income from farming was 125,460
baht. Most used personal funds to grow chili. 2) Considering production management,
overall, the farmers used good agricultural practices, on the levels of good to very
good in the following areas: location, growing area, chili variety used, growing,
maintenance, hygienic practice or cleanliness, pest control, harvesting and post
harvest operations. 3) The major chili production problems were growing area
conditions, plant diseases and insect pests, production costs, source of capital, price
and technological knowledge pertaining to production. 4) Guidelines for production
improvement were (1) improve chili production and market knowledge; (2)
rehabilitate soil conditions; (3) increase yield; and (4) decrease capital cost with safe
technologies.

Keywords: Chili, Chili Production, Good agricultural practice for chili
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