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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research were : (1) to study ethical
decision- making by head nurses at community hospitals in Lumpang province.
(2) to compare ethical decision making by head nurses who had different (a)
time periods of working as professional nurses and (b) educational levels, and
(3) to examine the relationship between ethical decision-making by head
nurses and (a) time period of working and (b) educational levels.

The population comprised 125 head nurses who worked at 12
community hospitals in Lumpang province. Two sets of questionnaires,
covering personal data and ethical decision- making in 10 situations, were used
as research tools. They were tested for reliability and validity. The Cronbach’s
alpha reliability coefficient of the second set was 0.75. The statistical devices
used for data analysis were both descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation) and Pearson product-moment correlation
coefficient.

The findings were as follows, (1) Head nurses at community
hospitals in Lumpang province rated their ethical decision-making at the high
level. (2) There was no statistically singnificant difference in ethical decision-
making by head nurses who had different time periods of working (p > 0.05).
However, there was statistically significant difference in ethical decision-
making by head nurses who had different educational levels (p < 0.05).
Finally, (3) there were statistically significant positive correlations between
cthical decision-making by head nurses and their (a) proressional experiences
(r=.16, p <.05) and (b) educational levels (r = .15, p <.05).

Keywords: decision-making, head nurses, community hospitals ,Lumpang
province. :
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