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Thesis title: Management Approach of Khok Sawang Forest Public Land in
Mueang District of Sakon Nakhon Province

Researcher: Miss Wanlada Harnmontree; ID: 2529001725;

Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural Resources Management);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Chaiwat Kongsom, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Sujja Banchongsiri, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the demographics of users
of Khok Sawang Forest Public land; 2) the conditions of utilization and management
of Khok Sawang Forest Public land; 3) problems with the utilization of Khok Sawang
Forest Public land; and 4) approaches for the participatory management of Khok
Sawang Forest Public land.

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
Questionnaires were used for collecting quantitative data from 259 sample households
that settled down in villages around Khok Sawang Forest public land. Accidental
sampling was used. Statistics for analyzing the data were frequency, percentage, and
mean. The focus group method was used for collecting qualitative data from
contributors comprising representatives of the utilizers of Khok Sawang Forest public
land, comprising 15 people from 4 villages. Purposive sampling was used. Data were
analyzed by content analysis.

The results showed that 1) the majority of samples were female, age
between 41 - 50 years, educated to elementary level, farmers, with income of less than
5,000 baht per month. 2) The samples utilized the public land mainly for household
consumption and supplementary income. The activities of utilization that occurred
throughout the year were cattle-farming, tree cutting to make charcoal and hunting.
Problems with management of the public land were a lack of planning for utilization
by the community, lack of conservation measures, and lack of regulations and
agreements for utilization of the area. 3) Major problems were degeneration of the
public land and utilization conflicts between people in the community. 4) The
participatory approaches were: (1) establish a council for the management of Khok
Sawang Forest Public land; (2) set up a supervisor; (3) set up regulations on the
management and utilization of Khok Sawang Forest Public land; (4) set up yearly
action plan or activity plan for Khok Sawang public forest land; (5) Khok Sawang
Forest Public land inspection and supervision; (6) cooperate with other organizations
for solving land ownership claim and conservation; and (7) follow up and assessment
of the council’s work.

Keywords: Khok Sawang Forest public land, Forest utilization, Community forest
management
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