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Thesis title : Adoption of Para Rubber Production Technology of Farmers in Hadsamran
District of Trang Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic
circumstance of farmers (2) fundamental knowledge regarding para rubber production of
farmers (3) adoption of para rubber production technology of farmers (4) factors relating
to adoption of para rubber production technology of farmers (5) problems and suggestions
regarding para rubber production of farmers.

Out of 142 para rubber production farmers from 219 populations in Hadsamran
District of Trang Province were selected by simple random sampling. Data was collected by
interview and then analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used in analysis were
frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, standard deviation as well as
multiple regression analysis.

Research findings: (1) Most of the surveyed farmers were male with the average
age at 41.10 years. They completed Prathom Suksa 4 and 6. Their average number of
household member was 4.31 persons. Their average experience in para rubber planting was
15.0 years. They joined agricultural group specially savings group in their village. Apart
from running para rubber plantation, their subordinate occupation was fishery. Their average
agricultural area was 11.73 rai, out of 10.23 rai was para rubber plantation. Their average
number of household labor was 2.3 persons and average number of hired labor was 2 persons.
Most of their products was latex. Last year, their average product was totally 2,741.77 kg,
earning the average income 201,772.25 baht spending the average expense 30,877.34 baht.
They applied chemical fertilizer formula 15-15-15. Products would be purchased by private
corporate in their villages. They spent from their own capital. In para rubber production,
farmers’ source and level of receiving agricultural knowledge was from mass media,
individual media and activity media. Their acquired knowledge was at medium level. (2)
Most of the surveyed farmers were found acquired fundamental knowledge regarding para
rubber production at medium level. (3) In aspect of opinion, adoption of para rubber
production technology of farmers was at high level. The factor most adopted by farmers was
technology adoption which consisted of factor relating to para rubber varieties, secondly
planting management, care and harvest. (4) Factors relating to adoption of para rubber
production technology of farmers were experience in para rubber planting, the entire
agricultural area, number of hired labor and income from selling para rubber products last
year. (5) Overall farmers problem in para rubber plantation was at medium level. Anyway,
they proposed the government to solve problem about price of para rubber, fertilizer and
implementation of the rubber price insurance scheme.

Keywords : Technology Adoption, Para Rubber Production, Trang Province
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