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Abstract

The purposes of the study of agricultural culture of Thai Phuan in Ban
Poka Piwat, Bang Nam Chiao Sub-District, Phrom Buri District, Sing Buri Province
were to find (1) community contexts, (2) characteristics, values, and significance of
material culture relating to agriculture, (3) characteristics, values, and significance of
mental culture relating to agriculture, and (4) guidelines for conservation and
restoration of agricultural culture.

This was qualitative research collecting data by purposive random sampling
that composed of a total 24 respondent from local work units, official and non-official
community leaders, farmers, and experts. In-depth interview, study of secondary
data, participatory observation, and group conversation were conducted to check the
accuracy of data. Data was analyzed by data classification.

The study findings were indicated that (1) Originally, Thai Phuan domicile
was in Xieng Khaung Province, Lao PDR. At the present, they had lived in the area of
Moo 5, Bang Nam Chiao Sub-District, Phrom Buri District, Sing Buri Province. Most
of them were Thai Phuan race, Buddhist and made their living as farmers. (2) The
material culture relating to Thai Phuan’s agriculture included consumption, pattern of
making their livings, agricultural buildings and agricultural equipment. (3) The
mental culture relating to Thai Phuan’s agriculture could be divided into two
characteristics, namely individual tradition i.e. rice offering the spirit/welcome rice
ground/welcome rice goddesses; worship rice-field/spirit and public tradition i.e.
Kamfa ceremony or worship sky ceremony, Madhupayat rice ceremony, and Sart
Phuan tradition. (4) The guidelines in conservation and restoration of agricultural
culture were divided into community work guidelines, such as conservation of
agricultural equipment, cultural cultivation down to young generation since childhood,
transfer and boost understanding of Thai Phuan culture in schools, opportunity
available for young generation to take part in conservation, public relations campaign
via various channels and community leaders determination in culture conservation of
community, while work guidelines of official work units comprised publication of
documents for public relations, training on Thai Phuan culture, organizing cultural
projects, budget allocation, and cooperation with community according to roles of
each work unit.

Keywords:  Agricultural culture, Thai Phuan, Sing Buri Province
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