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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic backgrounds of
farmers, (2) Factors Relating to off-season rice production by farmers, (3) needs in extension
knowledge of off-season rice production by farmers (4) problems and suggestions relating to
off-season rice production by farmers.

This was survey research. Population in this study were off-season rice farmers
who registered in the second cycle of production year 2012/13 in the area of Thung Kula
Rong Hai of Surin Province, including 535 off-season rice farmers in Chumphon Buri
District, and 551 off-season rice farmers in Tha Tum District, the total of 1,086 farmers.
From systematic random sampling, a number of 292 farmers were selected. Data was
collected by interview form and analyzed by computerized program by using statistics i.e.
frequency, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and chi-square.

Research results were showed that: (1) the average age of farmers was 49.90 years,
married, and mostly finished primary education. The average household member was 4.98
persons. One-thirds of the farmers held social position i.e. village committee/different group
members. Over half of them were group members/agricultural institute as customers of the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The average experience in off-season
rice production was 3.78 years. All of them were rice-farmers. The average household labor
was 3.37 persons. The average area for off-season rice production was 12.07 rai (1 rai =
1,600 square meters). The average cost for off-season rice production was 3,026.85 baht/rai.
The average off-season rice product was 545.45 kg/rai. The average price of product was
9.82 baht/kg. The average income from off-season rice production was 4,804.06 baht/rai. (2)
Almost half of the farmers preferred to use Chainat rice variety by broadcasting with the
average ratio of rice seeds at 28.33 kg/rai. (3) Farmers’ needs in extension knowledge of off-
season rice production at high level. In terms of media for extension in rice seeds preparation,
land preparation, planting, maintenance, harvesting, storage and marketing, their needs in
media as manual was at high level. They also needed in extension method by lecture,
demonstration, and practice training, respectively. (4) The overall problem was at low level,
however, the problem at high level was costly fertilizer. They suggested that the relevant
organizations should organize training on knowledge transfer of off-season rice production,
and should support them with production factors and should help them about off-season rice
product price.

Keywords: Off-season rice production, Thung Kula Rong Hai, Surin Province
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