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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) basic personal and socio-economic
conditions of coconut farmers, (2) knowledge relating to coconut production by farmers, (3)
situations of coconut production by farmers, (4) marketing conditions of farmers, and (5)
problems and suggestions for coconut production and marketing of farmers.

Population in this study was a number of 18,681 coconut farmers in the area of
Chumphon Province. By simple random sampling, 392 samples were selected. Data were
collected by structured interview form and analyzed by computerized program. Statistics were
used including frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard
deviation.

The study findings indicated that (1) most of farmers were male with the average age
of 54.08 years. The average experience in growing coconut was 30.51 years. The average
coconut growing area was 8.54 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The average age of coconut was
26.72 years. The average labor for growing coconut was 2.26 persons without hiring any labor.
The average income from coconut was 83,317.54 baht/year. The average expense on coconut was
3,049.41 baht/rai. Most of them did not have debts for coconut production. Most of them
received information on growing coconut at low level. Most of them received information from
agricultural extensionists at the highest level. (2) The knowledge relating to growing coconut was
at medium level. (3) In terms of coconut production, most of them planted cocnut on the plain
area, sandy loam and loose soil, and fresh water. Most of coconut variety was high tree. Source
of coconut variety was from their propagation. Growing line was rectangular, applying chemical
fertilizer averagely 46.21 kg/rai/year. They did not control coconut insects and pests. Frequency
of harvest was 45 days/time. Products selling, most of the merchants collected coconuts by
animal labor (monkeys) during harvest time. (4) The average quantity of coconut product was
961.15 coconuts/rai/year. The best month of coconut yield was July to August. There was a little
of coconut processing. Mostly, they sold old coconuts, and priced were indicated by general
merchants. (5) The problems in coconut production and marketing were at medium level. The
suggestions by the farmers included training on growing coconut, maintenance, increasing yield
per rai, decreasing production cost, knowledge on coconut processing and marketing, supporting
good coconut variety to replace old plantation, and an extension of increasing land for coconut
plantation. Hence, the government should have the regulations for controlling imported coconuts,
price guarantee for coconut products, group integration for selling coconut products, and
purchasing chemical fertilizer as well as marketing support for them.

Keywords: Coconut production, Coconut marketing , Chumphon Province
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