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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic backgrounds of
thee committees of the groups of processing Hom Mali rice products, (2) developmental
guidelines for the groups of processing Hom Mali rice products, (3) opinion of the committee
regarding the use of production technology and production quality control, (4) problems and
suggestions for development of Hom Mali Rice processing.

Population in this research comprised the groups of processing Hom Mali rice
products. A number of 305 farmers were selected by purposive sampling. Structured
interview was instrument for data collection. Data were analyzed by computerized program
using the following statistics: percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value and
standard deviation.

Research findings were indicated that: (1) The average age of the committee was
45.03 years. Most of them were married and completed primary education. Most of them
were rice farmers. The average annual income from agricultural sector was 84,822.95 baht.
The average annual income from non-agricultural sector was 20,668.85 baht. The average
annual expense on agricultural sector was 20,604.91 baht. Theiaverage debt was 94,347.54
baht/household. (2) The guidelines for the groups development, in terms of groups
management, group leaders and groups members should have meeting regularly to identify
goals of the groups, regulations, and criteria for the groups which should be flexible to suit
with changing situation; to identify activities desired by groups members, to keep in touch
and share information among groups members, to provide welfare for groups members
including sharing benefits to community. In terms of marketing, improvement of products to
be up-to-date in line with customers’ desire, precise cost calculation to identify goods pricing,
selling products in goods exhibition fairs, goods advertisement and public relations campaign
via diverse media.(3) Opinions of the committees, regarding the use of production technology
and production quality control, their agreement at high level revealed that there must be a
building and clean surroundings, not wet an dirty area, wall and ceiling made from smooth
and durable materials under well maintenance. Containers or equipment used with products
should have smooth surface and stainless for easy cleaning. Rice grains should be selected as
specified regulations. (4) Problems in developing the processing group, group management
problems were that none of benefit allotment and unfair benefit sharing, the use of production
technology problem and quality control, low quality goods due to adulterated thing in some
steps of production process, and marketing problem due to no secondary market for their
products. They suggested that the groups should manage the benefits, official work units
concerned should establish a center for collecting and selling the products.

Keywords: Developmental guidelines, Hom Mali rice processing group,
Ubon Ratchathani Province
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