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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) fundamental socio-economic
factors of farmers (2) knowledge relating to technology of oil palm production by farmers
(3) technology adoption of oil palm production by farmers (4) problems and suggestions
for oil palm production by farmers.

The population in this study comprised 270 oil palm farmers in Don-Sak
District of Surat Thani Province. A number of 161 samples were identified by simple
random sampling. Data was collected by interview and analyzed by computer program.
Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value and standard
deviation.

Findings were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with their
average age at 52.77 years. They completed lower or higher primary school, and lower
secondary school or vocational certificate. They were customers of the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. In social position, they served as agricultural
village volunteers. Their average number of household members was 4.41 persons.
Knowledge enhancement was provided by the government sector to them. Their average
experience in oil palm production was 7.23 years and average participation in oil palm
training was 1.84 times. Their household occupation was oil palm plantation and the
second was rubber plantation. Their average number of household labor and non-
household labor for agriculture were 2 and 1.55 persons respectively. Their average total
area and average oil palm planted area were 43.57 and 23.37 rai respectively. The average
number of oil palm trees was 22 oil palm trees/rai. The average age of oil palm tree was
7.45 years. The average oil palm yield was 2,384.88 kg/rai/year. The average price was
4.01 baht/kg. In the past year (2012) their average income from oil palm was 189,525.72
baht. Apart from oil palm, their average income from other agricultural works was
248,819.88 baht. Yield was sold to private purchasing company. All of them spent their
own capital in oil palm production. Inspiration level in oil palm production was at high
level while purchasing agents in the area and occupational stability were found as their
inspiration at the highest level. Receiving information from various sources was rated at
medium level with individual media at high level which was the government agricultural
extensionists and their neighbors. (2) Most of the farmers acquired knowledge regarding
oil palm production at high level. (3) In terms of opinion, technology adoption of oil palm
production by farmers was at high level in every issue. Their technology adoption to
practice was found in every issue except for note record. (4) They encountered overall
problem in oil palm production at medium level. For suggestion; it was proposed the
establishment of products price insurance scheme by the government, support them with
low priced fertilizer and fund, providing good and cheap oil palm variety, authorities to
specially look after oil palm matter, and research on benefit from oil palm tree.

Keywords: Technology Adoption, Oil Palm Production, Surat Thani Province
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