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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-
economic conditions of broiler farmers, (2) the conditions of broiler production by
farmers, (3) cost and profit of broiler production by farmers, (4) famers’ satisfaction
towards the extension of broiler production, and (5) problems of farmers for broiler
production.

Population in this study was a number of 174 commercial broiler farmers
who registered as standard broiler farm in Phetchabun Province, 118 samples were
selected. Interviewed questionnaire was used for data collection. Statistical methods
were used for data analysis including frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, maximum and minimum values.

Results of the study were found that (1) the average age of broiler farmers
was 46.97 years and the majority of them finished primary education. The average
number of household member was 4.1 persons with the average number of household
labor of 2.58 persons. Mainly they made their living by planting field crops. Apart
from broiler farming, the average farming was 100,000 baht/year, whereas the
average farming cost 433,330.51 baht/year. (2) The average farm size was 6.42 rai
(1 rai = 1,600 square meters) with 1.56 closed housing. The average number of
raising broilers was 19,648.31 broilers. The average of farmers’ experience in raising
broilers was 10.64 years, mostly in contract with private company. The average
raising period was 37.79 days taking a break for 29.79 days in each raising cycle.
Broiler feeds were mainly received from the contract company. (3) The average cost
for broiler production was 1,523,703.39 baht/cycle while the average of return was
1,819,917.42 baht/cycle. After cost deduction, 73.7% were found that they could gain
profit, however, some farmers encountered the loss or uncertain income. (4) Farmers’
satisfaction towards the extension of broiler production at “much” level in broiler
production management, while their satisfaction at “moderate” level in terms of
housing management and farm management manual. (5) The problems of broiler
production were rated at “moderate” level including quality of chicks, feed, location
and housing, capital source, public utility system, and broiler raising knowledge. In
addition, other problems were production cost and profit, marketing and fresh broiler
price in the market, disease and outbreak of disease, and coordination with the
government agencies which were found at ““a little” level.

Keywords: Broiler production, Extension of broiler production, Phetchabun Province
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