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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental personal
socio-economic data and other fundamental data of agricultural village volunteers
(2) opinions towards operation of agricultural village volunteers (3) level of
participation of agricultural village volunteers (4) problems and suggestions for
operation of agricultural village volunteers.

The population in this study was a number of 381 agricultural village
volunteers in Yala Province. Samples were 195 volunteers simple random sampling.
Data was collected by interview form and analyzed by computer program. Statistics
used in data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
maximum value, minimum value and ranking.

Findings were as follows. (1) 65.1% of agricultural village farmers were
male with their average age at 46.04 years. Most of them completed lower secondary
school. Their average number of household labor was 2.63 persons. Their average
total household income was 189,21.70 baht/year. Their average total agricultural area
was 15.57 rai. As community leaders, they served as committee of Tambon
Agricultural Technology Transfer and Service Center. Mostly they belonged to the
groups promoting agricultural occupation. They also joined to be volunteers in other
areas of agriculture. The most found was agricultural village volunteer. In terms of
source of agricultural information or knowledge, they received at high level from
agricultural extension agents’ work manual, meeting, training, workshop and seminar
while they received at low level from internet. Training attendance was at medium
level. Overall support for operation from other organizations was at medium level.
Apparently, coordination, budget for fuel and allowance received by them at low level.
(2)Opinions toward operation were found in agreed-with level (3)Operational
participation of agricultural village volunteers in follow-up agricultural situation, report
of work results,coordination in knowledge transfer and problem solution was at high
level. Meanwhile their participation in collecting fundamental agricultural data,
developing agricultural development plan was at medium level. (4) Problems; most of
them did not get poor cooperation from farmers and relevant work offices. They did
not receive remuneration for their work, without self-confidence to transfer
knowledge and no safety in operation area due to unrest situation. Suggestions;
support them with remuneration, production factors, money as incentive, training to
enhance their ability in knowledge transfer, study visit, good welfare, more and
widely public relations to ensure their confidence in operation as agricultural village
volunteers.

Keywords: Participation, Operation, Agricultural Village Volunteers, Yala Province
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