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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic status of longan
farmers, (2) potential in organic longan production of farmers, and (3) problems and
suggestions for organic longan production of farmers.

Population in this study comprised longan farmers in four districts of Tak
Province, such as Mueang, Ban Tak, Sam Ngao and Wang Chao. By simple random
sampling, a size of 148 samples were selected. Data were collected by interviewed
guestionnaire and analyzed by computerized program. Statistics were used including
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

Research results were found that (1) Most of the informant farmers were male
with the average age of 51.75 years and completed primary education or lower. The average
experience in longan production was 13.61 years. The average number of family members
who actual lived within the family was 3.61 persons. Nearly half of them were members of
longan farmers group and made their living by fruit plantation. The average farm area owned
by them was 15.79 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). Most of them acquired agricultural
knowledge from their relatives. Only one-third of them had experience from training and
study visit regarding plant cultivation adhering to organic agriculture. (2) Most of them had
1-2 farm labor within family. In overall, the knowledge in organic agriculture was at “much”
level. Their attitude towards organic longan production was at the “most” level. The practice
was in line with organic agriculture standard. The “regular” practice was found in six issues,
“sometimes” practice was found in three issues and “never” practice was found in five issues.
(3) The overall problem in organic longan production was indicated at “moderate” level.
Three problems were rated at “much” level respectively including longan production inputs
and labor, longan enemy and pest control, and official agency and agricultural extensionist.
The problems were rated at “moderate” level including marketing and longan quality, while
the problems were rated at the “least” level including soil condition and water for longan
production. For suggestion, in overall, they quite needed extension and development of
organic longan production at the “most” level in every issue.

Keywords: Longan production potential, Organic agriculture, Tak Province
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