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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) socio-economic circumstance of
farmers (2) oil palm production circumstance of farmers (3) oil palm marketing circumstance
of farmers (4) problems and suggestions for oil palm production by farmers in Buengkan
Province.

The population in this research was a number of 338 oil palm farmers that already
yielded in 8 districts of Buengkan Province. With Yamane sample size calculation which
determined a number of 184 samples by accidental random sampling at the dumping area for
purchasing oil palm fruits. Instrument for data collection was interview form. Data analysis
was conducted by computer package program. Statistics used were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Socio-economic circumstance of farmers,
most of them was male with their average age at 51.97 years, completed primary education.
They were members of agricultural group or institute. Source of knowledge for oil palm
production was their agricultural friends. Their average humber of household member and
agricultural labor were 4.08 persons and 2.49 persons respectively. Their average income
from oil palm plantation was 49,039.55 baht. The average yield in the average 12.86 rai was
1,421.90 kg/rai. (2) Oil palm production circumstance of farmers was in low land, clay loam,
out of irrigation area. All of them planted Tenera oil palm which bought from the Oil Palm
Research Center, spacing 9x9 m. Prior to yielding, chemical fertilizer formula 15-15-15 was
used with average ratio 1.83 kg/tree/year by average broadcasting 2.04 times/year. After
yielding, chemical fertilizer formula 15-15-15 was used with average ratio 2.01 kg/tree/year
by average broadcasting 1.98 times/year. Watering system was not found but leafs
rejuvenation was carried out when oil palms aged over 4 years or when started the first
harvest. Then the cut leafs would be placed around the base of the tree or placed nearly the
tree. Fallen oil palm fruits were collected. Equipment was kept cleaned by sharpening at all
the time. Pest control was done by cultural practice. Harvest was done twice a month by their
own labor using spade to stab oil palm cluster aged below 8 years. (3) Marketing
circumstance of oil palm, most of the farmers had learned about price movement and
marketing news, also consult marketing problem with their famer fellows, and learned about
household news from television. Ripeness of oil palm appeared to affect the price. Their way
to deal with low priced products was bargaining. Altogether, they formed a group and
brought their products, fresh cluster of oil palm to sell to the cooperatives ground without any
cutting. Buyers were representatives from the plant extracting oil that would set the selling
price. Convenience and cost in transportation was criteria for sale consideration. (4) The
overall problems of oil palm production and marketing of the farmers was at medium level
and high level respectively. The marketing problem appeared to be the highest level; low
priced and unstable price. The marketing problem at high level included following: difficult
to do grading selection since there was no standard; not widely disseminated in marketing
information; not identified price as of quality; and far away and not many purchasing source.
They suggested establishing more sources and processing plants to purchase more community
products; setting up stable price and price insurance scheme; setting up standard for
purchasing points of the cooperatives group; and preparing marketing plan.

Keywords: Production, Marketing, Oil Palm, Buengkan Province
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