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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) fundamental conditions of the
community enterprise, 2) the operations of the community enterprise, (3) comparison of the
operations of the community enterprise in each class, (4) problems affecting the operations of
the community enterprise, and ( 5 ) the guidelines for development of the community
enterprise.

The population in this research was 103 community enterprises in Phrom Phiram
District of Phitsanulok Province which were evaluated the potential in the year 2012. The
results of evaluation, the community enterprises were divided into three levels, such as good,
moderate, and improved level. Stratified random sampling was employed to select 162
samples. Data were collected by using interviewed questionnaire, and analyzed by statistical
methods including frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and analysis of variance.

The findings of this research were as follows: 1) social and economic conditions,
(1) the “good level” community enterprises, most of the member were male with an average
age of 49.23 years and finished primary education. The occupation was rice farmer.
They applied to be a member of a community enterprise because they would like to have
additional income. The average total farming income was 158,140.00 Baht/year, while the
average total non-farm income was 75,812.00 Baht/year. The average total farming expense
was 100,410.00 Baht/year. (2) The “moderate level” community enterprises, most of the
member were female with an average age of 51.78 years and finished primary education.
The occupation was rice farmer. They applied to be a member of a community enterprise
because they would like to have additional income. The average total farming income was
190,575.51 Baht/year, while the average total non-farm income was 52,280.48 Baht/year.
The average total farming expense was 121,337.50 Baht/year. (3) The “improved level”
community enterprises, most of the member were female with an average age of 51.60 years
and finished primary education. The occupation was rice farmer. They applied to be
a member of a community enterprise because they would like to acquire knowledge.
The average total farming income was 224,057.69 Baht/year, while the average total non-
farm income was 57,638.29 Baht/year. The average total farming expense was 121,337.50
Baht/year. 2 ) most of the members had fundamental knowledge pertaining to community
enterprise. 3 ) The opinions of the members of each level of community enterprise were
different in the aspects of community enterprise management, knowledge and information
management, member management, product and service management process, and
the outcome of community enterprise operations, while there were no statistically significant
difference in the aspects of operational planning and marketing management. 4) The “good
level” community enterprises had least problems, and “improved level” enterprise had
the most problems by comparison of three levels. 5) They suggested that related organization
should promote and support them in various aspects based on their needs or problems in order
to develop the efficiency of each community enterprise potential.

Keywords: Community enterprise, Operational development, Phitsanulok Province
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