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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental social and
economic status of farmers, (2) farmers’ attitude towards sustainable agriculture,
(3) farmers’ opinions pertaining to sustainable agriculture, and (4) problems and
suggestions by farmers on sustainable agriculture.

The population in this study was 12,297 farmers who received an official
permit giving them the right to do agricultural farming in the land reform area of
Yasothon Province. The 201 samples were selected by drawing lots which was a
simple random sampling methodo. The data collecting process was to interview the
samples. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by computerized
program. The statistical methods were percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the farmers were
female with average age of 49.82 years and finished lower primary education. The
average farmer labor was 3.16 persons. The average of their occupied area in the land
reform area was 14.12 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters), while the average of farming
area was less than 13 rai. (2) To consider the farmers’ attitude towards sustainable
agriculture, they indicated at the “most” level that they would obtain income and
would have enough food for consuming through the year from conducting sustainable
agriculture, and the sustainable agriculture was an important base in making the
country strengthening. (3) They mentioned that there were various factors affecting
the sustainable agriculture, these were their diligence and patience, being fond of
farming and conserving the environment around the farm, the decision making and
cooperation in farm work, realization of the benefit reaped from developing
sustainable agriculture, the increase of production cost, and consumers’ being in favor
of environmentally friendly farming. Hence, (4) they had problems, at “moderate”
level with the insufficiency of capital and debts. The problems also included the
increase of production cost which was affected from the higher price of fuel, fertilizer,
plant tribe seeds, etc. They suggested that related government agencies should have
individually support to the farmers who had perform sustainable agriculture with the
sufficient capital, and they should have set agricultural fund in the community in order
to support local sustainable agriculture.

Keywords: Sustainable Agriculture, Farmers’ opinion, Land Reform Area,
Yasothon Province
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