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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental economic and
social status of farmers, (2) oil palm production conditions of farmers, (3) farmers’
knowledge of oil palm production, (4) farmers’ opinions on guidelines for solving problems
in oil palm production, (5) problems and suggestions of farmers on oil palm production, and
(6) factors relating to farmers’ knowledge of oil palm production.

The population in this study was 13,988 farmers who had oil palm plantation in
Tha Sae District of Chumphon Province, 201 samples were selected by using simple random
sampling. The data collecting process was to interview the farmers by using structural
interviewed questionnaire. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by
computerized programs including frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, standard deviation, and correlation analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the farmers were male
with average age of 48.03 years. They completed primary education level. The average
number of the family members was 3.96 persons. The average size of the oil palm production
area was 17.58 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The average number of family farm labor
and hired labor was 2.25 persons, and 3.38 persons, respectively. In the production year
2012, the average of oil palm income was 12,154.13 baht/rai, while the average of expenses
on fertilizer, chemical herbicide, wage for eliminating grass, wage for trimming oil palm
leaves, wage for harvesting, and other costs was 2,290.77 baht/rai, 306.21 baht/rai, 437.83
baht/rai, 330.86 baht/rai, 1,854.40 baht/rai, and 662.72 baht/rai, respectively. The average
total expense on oil palm production was 4,602.55 baht, and they used their own capital in oil
palm production. The average of experience in oil palm plantation was 15.88 years. The
farmers had received information on oil palm production was generally at “low” level. (2)
Their area for oil palm plantation was generally on the plain with loose soil mixed with clay
soil. They usually grew tenera variety by purchasing from a company which distributed oil
palm variety. They would level the surface of the area first along with weed control and
wood stumps, after that they would grow oil palm seedlings at average age of 10.59 months at
the spacing of 10x10 meters, and they would apply fertilizer to the oil palm trees every three
months. They would trim their leaves, pick fruit on the ground around the stems which
dropped from them, weed control by using their labor, and harvest the produce every 15 days
when the palm age was more than eight years by using curve knife with long handle. (3)
Most of the farmers had knowledge and understanding of oil palm production. (4) The
farmers’ opinions on guidelines for solving problems in oil palm production were generally at
“moderate” level. (5) The farmers had marketing problems, at “much” level, in the issue of
the uncertainty of the selling price of the produce. They suggested that the government
should have set funds for them and controlled the selling price of the produce. Hence, (6)
from the correlation analysis, it was found that there was only 1 variable which related to the
knowledge of oil palm production in the opposite direction, that was the knowledge sources
and the level of transferred knowledge of oil palm production.

Keywords: Oil palm production, Tha Sae District, Chumphon Province
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