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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio -
economic characteristic of Community Rice Center members (2) opinions of members
towards the operation of Community Rice Center under the Developmemt and
Enhancing of Community Rice Center Project (3) problems and suggestions of
members towards the activities of Community Rice Center.

Population in this study was a number of 160 Community Rice Center
members who joined the Development and Enhancing of Community Rice Center
Project in 2011-2012. Data was collected by structured interview and analyzed by
computer program using the following statistics i.e. frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Findings from the research: (1) The average age of Community Rice
Center members was 51.04 years. They completed primary education. Almost three -
fourths of them did not hold any social position. Their average length of Community
Rice Center membership was 8.42 years. Their average experience in rice cultivation
was 26.40 years. Nearly all of them joined membership of Community Rice Center
because they wanted to have good quality rice seeds for their own cultivation. They
received information and news from agricultural extension agents. Their average plots
land was 11.55 rai. Their average yield was 915.75 kg./rai. The average rice seed
kept for next planting was 831.74 kg. More than half slightly of them sold rice seeds
to rice mill. Their average income from selling rice seeds was 112,990 baht.
(2) On average, members agreed to a large extent with the operation of Community
Rice Center as a whole. By considering the opinions of the members on the operation
of Community Rice Center in each aspect, it was found that members agree on the
highest level in the objectives of Community Rice Center. And agree on high levels in
the role of Community Rice Center and Committees the Community Rice Center.
And the activities of the Community Rice Center. (3) Problems and suggestions, only
a few members stated the area of seed production plot was far from water resource
and some area was drainage floods. They suggested area selection should be taken
for serious consideration. To achieve target, appropriate area should be selected for
seed production plots and distribution purpose.

Keywords: Opinions, Community Rice Center, Operation, Suphan Buri Province
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