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Researcher: Mr. Sopon Thongsatit; ID: 2559000704;

Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural Extension and Development)

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Benchamas Yooprasert, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Paranee Tangwiwat, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) socio-economic
circumstance of farmers, 2) knowledge and understanding in technology utilization
for increasing cassava production, 3) technology utilization circumstance by farmers,
4) factors relating to technology utilization 5) problems and suggestions for
technology utilization by farmers.

Population in this study was a number of 1,758 cassava farmers in
Thepharak District of Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Taro Yamane formula was
used to identify sample size and 144 samples were selected. Data collection
instrument was interview form. Data was analyzed by computer program using the
following statistics i.e. frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum
value, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

From the research results it was discovered as follows. 1) The average age
of farmers was 47.04 years. Over half of them completed primary education. Almost
all of them were members of agricultural institute. Their average experience was
14.98 years. Almost all of them had learned knowledge transfer about increasing
cassava production. Their average number of family members was 4.32 persons.
Their average number of family labor was 2.60 persons. Apart from agriculture, two-
thirds of them worked as hired labor. Their average agricultural area was 49.85 rai.
Their average cassava planted area was 20.51 rai. Most of them used their family’s
land. One-third of them rented land for planting cassava. Two-thirds of them planted
cassava, Kaek Dam variety with the average yield 4,226.75 kg/rai. Their average cost
in cassava production was 4,722.33 baht/rai earning the average income from cassava
production 5,744.00 baht/rai. Most of them spent their own capital while two-thirds
spent out from loans. 2) They gained knowledge and understanding in increasing
cassava production at high level. 3) Technology utilization for increasing cassava
production by farmers was found at high level. Harvest took place by all farmers
when cassava aged 8-12 months. Secondly, almost all of them rushed to send away
their yield right away for sale. Only a few of them used the subsoiler technology in
every 2-3 years. 4) Almost all of them encountered shortage of seeds, green manures,
natural enemies, biological products and high cost in variety preparation and pest
control at high level. 5) As receiving more knowledge transfer, would therefore
resulting more technology utilization for increasing more cassava production, and as
more cassava planted area, would therefore resulting less technology utilization for
increasing cassava production.

Keywords:  Technology utilization for increasing cassava production, cassava,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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