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Thesis title:  Awareness of Conservation of Forest-Based Recreation Resources
Among Visitors to Ton Nga Chang Waterfall, Songkhla Province
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Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Dusit Wechakit, Associate Professor, (2) Mr. Bumpen
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the visitors’ demographic
data, (2) assess their awareness of forest-based recreation resource conservation, (3)
compare the level of awareness among visitors with different demographic factors,
(4) study the visitors’ opinions about problems and suggestions, and (5) recommend
guidelines and activities related to visitor management for the conservation of forest-
based recreation resources in Ton Nga Chang Waterfall.

The population of this study was the visitor of Ton Nga Chang Waterfall.
Accidental sampling was employed to select the sample accounting for 389 visitors.
A questionnaire was used to collect data. Statistics methods for data analysis were
percentage, mean, standard deviation and one-way analysis of variance using
statistical significance level at 0,05.

The findings showed that (1) the majority of visitors were aged of 20-29,
had graduated with a bachelor’s degree, or were students, and were from Songkhla
Province. They came to the waterfall with friends and the main objective was to
swim in the waterfall. Furthermore, they had heard about Ton Nga Chang Waterfall
from friends, family or acquaintances. (2) The majority of visitors had a moderate
level of knowledge about forest-based recreation resource conservation and had a
high level of awareness about forest-based recreation resource conservation. (3) As for
comparison of the level of awareness among visitors, the results showed that variables
that contributed to differences in visitors” awareness including age, career, demographic
area, income, purpose of visit, number of previous visits to Ton Nga Chang Waterfall,
frequency of visiting natural sites and knowledge of forest-based recreation resource
conservation. The factors of education level, visiting group, and frequency of
participating in forest conservation activities did not make a difference in their
awareness. (4) The main problems and suggestion were appropriate garbage
management, building renovation and increasing light for the walk ways during night
time. (5) Guidelines and activities related to visitor management were: natural
resources management planning, facility development, visitor management, and
coordination with related organizations in the local area.

Keywords: Awareness of conservation, Forest—based recreation resource,
Ton Nga Chang Waterfall, Songkhla Province
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Corrected
g A Scale Mean if | Scale Variance if
Yan Item-Total Alpha if Item Deleted
Item Deleted Item Deleted
Correlation
1 13.7772 4.4080 .1407 .6560
2 13.7473 4.2384 .2446 .6451
3 13.7500 43134 1796 .6524
4 13.5163 3.7600 3366 .6290
5 13.6033 3.9730 2607 .6428
6 13.5924 3.8334 3418 .6279
7 13.6766 4.0232 .3008 .6358
8 13.6793 4.1585 2052 .6504
9 13.4592 3.5624 4298 .6087
10 13.3342 3.5256 4257 .6093
11 13.7038 4.1382 2516 .6434
12 13.2174 3.6529 3657 .6230

Reliability Coefficients

N of Cases =

Alpha =

.6563

368.0

N of Items = 12
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MINAUINT 2 MinadeiaTiannuasyminlunmseysnininenaiunuims

guthlyf
g A Scale Mean if Scale Variance if Corrected Item- Alpha if Item
o Item Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Deleted
1 80.0633 99.3716 4244 .8900
2 79.4644 100.4081 .6278 .8834
3 79.5356 99.1224 S114 .8862
4 79.5435 99.8784 .6379 .8830
5 79.5752 99.1233 .6864 .8817
6 80.1715 102.1319 2941 .8950
7 79.6095 99.3762 .6300 .8829
8 79.3931 99.5831 .6904 .8819
9 79.4406 99.9455 5741 .8844
10 79.5251 98.8585 7144 .8810
11 80.2718 102.6217 2670 .8963
12 79.4960 98.9226 6761 .8818
13 79.4960 100.6475 .6396 .8834
14 79.5937 100.9562 .5328 .8856
15 79.6359 98.8036 .6653 .8819
16 79.5462 100.9152 5815 .8845
17 79.4565 99.6562 6747 .8822
18 79.3958 101.2239 .6168 .8840
19 80.4459 107.6340 .0374 .9084
20 79.4327 99.9340 5742 .8844

Reliability Coefficients

N of Cases =

Alpha =

379.0

.8913

N of Items = 20
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