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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) personal, social and economic
fundamental factors of farmers, (2) situations of rice pest management in the rice fields,
(3) knowledge and opinions on the rice pest management in the rice fields; (4) correlation
between the social and economic personal factors, including knowledge and opinions on rice
pest management in the rice fields, and (5) problems, obstacles, and suggestions on the rice
pest management in the rice fields.

The population in this study was 608 farmers who registered with the office of
agriculture in Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province as a farmer who had done rice
farming. The samples of 241 farmers were selected by using multi stage random sampling.
The instrument used in this study was questionnaire, and data collecting process was
answering the questionnaires by farmers. Statistical used to analyze the data by computerized
program were frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, standard
deviation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the farmers were male.
The average age was 52.90 years. They were educated at primary level. They had experience
in rice farming practice at average of 22.98 years. The average number of labor in the family
who worked in farming was 2.20 persons. More than a half of farmers were neither
volunteer nor local leader. The average frequency of the coming into contact with
agricultural extension officials was 2.96 times per year. Most of them were a member of a
farmer group or an agricultural organization. The average frequency of the attending
meetings, seminars, and field studies was 1.18 times year. Agricultural extension officials were
mostly the sources of agricultural individually, while group discussion was the information
source which transferred knowledge in group. Mass media such as television were mostly the
information sources which transferred knowledge in large extent. The average of the
occupied area was 8.09 Rai. The average of the family income was 106,043.57 Baht/year.
They mostly took out loans from the village fund, and the average of the debts was
105,962.00 Baht. (2) Farmers adopted the method of rice pest management in the rice fields,
both in theory and in real practice at much level. (3) Knowledge and opinions of farmers on
the rice pest management in the rice fields were at much level. (4) Factors associated with
pest management in rice farmers. In the comments, there were statistically significant
negative. Include experience attendees, training, seminars and visits in agriculture combined.
In a positive way including the reviews on pest management in rice. Hence, practical factors
that correlated significantly more negatively. Including communication with agricultural
officials. In a positive way, including the holding of land. (5) The problems and suggestions
of farmers on the rice pest management in the rice field at the most level were the rise of the
production cost caused by the higher price of fertilizer and pesticide, and also the higher wage
of hired labor; while the selling price of the rice being at the same price.

Keywords: Rice pest management in rice field, Royal development study center
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