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Abstract

The objectives of this study were study (1) economic and social situations of
committees of the community fruit-sorting centers, (2) the operational participation of the
committees; and (3) committees’ problems and suggestions on the operation of the center.

The population in this study was 375 committees of the community fruit-sorting
center in Narathiwat Province from all of 25 centers, 15 committees each. The 125 samples
were selected by using specific random sampling methodology, 5 committees from each
center. The data collecting process was interviewing using an interview form with close-
ended and open-ended questions. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied committees
were male, with average age at 46.32. They were educated at higher secondary level. The
average quantity of members of their family was 4.94 persons. The average period of their
being a committee of their center was 6.43 years. The average period of their experience in
doing farming was 17.90 years. Most of them had no social position. They were a member of
a farmer group and other social organizations. They used to participate in meetings, training
courses, seminars, and field studies set by their center. Their motivation in playing role as a
committee of their community fruit-sorting center was generally at medium level. The
occupation of their family was mostly a farmer. The average quantity of the agricultural labor
in their family was 2.74 persons. Their farming was on their own land. Their average family
income obtaining from doing farming was 148,911.04 Baht. They used their own capital in
doing farming. And they had received information about the community fruit-sorting center at
the most level from agricultural extension officers. (2) The studied committees had
participated at much level in general aspect along with the operation in 3 aspects, these were
developing planning, following up and evaluating the operation of their center, and doing
activities of their center, while their participation in taking profits was at medium level. (3)
The studied committees had problems of their participation in the operation at medium level,
and they suggested that the committees, members, and the center officials who were
responsible in the operation of the center should have followed up and evaluated the operation
of the center continuously in order to correct the existing defects.

Keywords: Operational participation, Community fruit-sorting Center, Narathiwat Province
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