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Thesis title: Application of Good Agricultural Practice in Melinjo Production of Farmers
in Raj Grood Sub - District of Mueang District in Ranong Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study melinjo production of farmers in Raj
Grood Sub - district, Mueang District, Ranong Province as follows ; (1) socio-economic
circumstance of melinjo production farmers , (2) production and marketing condition of
farmers, (3) opinions and application of good agricultural practice in melinjo production, and
(4) problems and suggestions for application of good agricultural practice in melinjo
production of farmers.

The studied population was a number of 105 melinjo production farmers in Raj
Grood Sub — District, Muang District of Ranong Province without random sampling. Data
were collected by structured interview and analyzed by computer programs to find frequency,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

The research results were concluded that (1) More than half of the farmers were
female with the average age at 60.79 years. Almost half of them were educated at lower or
higher primary school. Their average experience in melinjo production was 17.97 years. By
overall, they received updated information from various sources at medium level. They
received information at the highest level from agricultural extension officers and from
training participation. Two-thirds of the farmers’ main occupation was oil palm plantation
while melinjo production was the subordination occupation of almost all of them. Their
average growing area of melinjo was 1.09 rai. Their average income and expense was
9,237.40 baht and 1,294.59 baht respectively. (2) All of the farmers grew the most popular
variety of melinjo with wide leaves/big leaves using seedling from its roots as the variety
plant. Prior to growing in loam, they would eradiate weed flora without application of
fertilizer and watering. Harvest was done by picking every 7 days for sale. The average
quantity of melinjo production was 57.76 kg/rai which would be sold out to visiting
merchants and price was set by middlemen. (3) They agreed with the overall application of
good agricultural practice in melinjo production at high level including choosing suitable
growing area, selection of variety and management of post harvest. Anyway, they agreed at
the highest level in harvest and data recording. Meanwhile two-thirds of them followed the
method of soil and fertilizer management as well as data recording while other issues
practiced by almost all of them. (4) Their problems at high level were soil and fertilizer
management and harvest. They therefore suggested promoting application of good
agricultural practice in the practice which is currently still improper.

Keywords: Good Agricultural Practice, Melinjo production, Ranong Province
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