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Thesis title: Cassava Mealy Bug Control by Farmers in Pakham District of Buri Ram
Province

Researcher: Miss. Linjee Pednin ; ID: 2549001408; Degree: Master of Agriculture

(Agricultural Extension and Development); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr.Benchamas

Yooprasert, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Sineenuch Krutmuang sanserm, Associate

Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic
circumstance (2) knowledge about cassava mealy bug control (3) cassava production
circumstance (4) cassava mealy bug control (5) problems and suggestions.

The population was a number of 347 farmers who earlier registered as
planters of 3 economic crops (cassava) in the year 2011-2012. Tool for data
collection was interview. Data was analyzed by program, SPSS while statistics used
were percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Research findings were. (1) More than half of the farmers were male
with the average age at 47.65 years. Most of them completed compulsory education
(Prathom 4, Prathom 6). Their average number of household member was 4.50
persons. Their average agricultural area was 34.98 rai. Most of them owned less than
30 rai of land. Their average labor was 2.59 persons. Their average income mostly
from agricultural sector was 242,142.27 baht/year. Their average expense was
177,309.62 baht mostly spending on non-agriculture. Most of the farmers were in
debts. Their average formal debt was 84,917.68 baht while the average non-formal
debt was 18,368.90 baht. (2) Their overall knowledge about cassava was at medium
level. (3) Their average experience was 19.61 years. Their average planting area was
31.45 rai. The average length of tillaged and dried land was 10.06 days. Cassava
planting took place during the month of March-May using their own cassava variety
kept by them for example Rayong 72, Kasetsart 50 and Huai Bong 60. More than half
of them did not soak cassava stems prior to planting. The average pests control was
2.6 times. The average of applying chemical fertilizer was 40.08 kg/rai. Most of
them did not randomly check the patches and did not give water during the dry
season. Farmers did not produce nor conserve insects, the natural pest. More than
half of them did not wear all of protection equipments. When spraying, they turned
down the nozzle above the cassava shrub. The average age for cassava harvest was
10.76 months. (4) For farmers problems, they still encountered with drying soil
duration, using clean stems, soaking stems before planting, patches random checking,
conserving of natural enemy, equipments for chemical substance protection, planting
other substitute plants, all of which were found at medium level. In particular, the
problem about watering in the dry season was found at high level.

Keywords: Cassava Mealy Bug Control, Cassava, Cassava Farmers, Pakham
District,Buri Ram Province
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