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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) community context and local
indigenous wisdom on indigo dye cloth weaving (2) knowledge management process in indigo
dye cloth weaving and indigo dye cloth production (3) body of knowledge and collection of
indigo dye cloth design in Ban Non Sa-at, Na Ngua Sub-District, Nawa District, Nakhon
Phanom Province.

The study was qualitative research. To collect the body of knowledge and manage
knowledge information system, both relevant documents and field trips were included in this
study by joint study together with 30 members of cloth weaving group in Ban Non Sa-at. The
knowledge management system was implemented through 7 following steps; indication of
knowledge, building and seeking knowledge, systemized knowledge management, processing
and screening knowledge, accessibility of knowledge, knowledge sharing and learning.
Research tools composed of structured interview, focus group, and organizing stages/panels
for knowledge sharing. Data analysis was conducted by classification and data category
management within conceptual framework.

Findings of the research results: (1) Cloth weaving group was formed up as
Farmers Housewives Group since 1996. It was discovered indigo dye cloth weaving has been
inherited on since their ancestor. At present, knowledge transfer has been carried on via words
of mouth by old people and village philosophers in their community. Since most of the skillful
expert weavers were senior people. (2) When the 7-step of knowledge management process
was applied in knowledge management, the results were as follows. (1) Collection of body of
knowledge as well as indigo dye cloth designs appeared to make known to public for interested
persons. (2) Knowledge sharing network then arose. (3) Members of the cloth weaving group
became more skillful in developing their products enabling them to apply diverse designs which
demanded by the market. (4) Group members earned more income and became stronger. (3)
The body of knowledge of local wisdom on indigo dye cloth weaving was collected in 4 issues
namely; indigo growing, indigo production, indigo dye and indigo dye cloth designs that over
100 designs were found. The collected designs were consumers’ popular designs in which
most of them were quite skillful in weaving. There were two kinds of design; (1) ancient design
and (2) applied design.

Keywords: Knowledge Management, Indigo, Indigo Dye Cloth, Nawa District,
Nakhon Phanom Province
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