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Independent Study title: An Analysis of Non-Use Value of Guar in Kuiburi National
Park, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: 1) assess willingness to pay for guar
conservation in Kuiburi National Park by using the Contingent Valuation Method
(CVM); and 2) investigate factors influencing people’s willingness to pay (WTP) for
the gaur conservation.

The study used a hypothetical scenario to ask respondents whether or not
they are willing to pay for gaur conservation. The willingness to pay question is
posed as a Single Bound Dichotomous Choice. Face-to-face interviews were
conducted with altogether 150 respondents in Muang District of Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province. The respondents were split into 5 groups according to the bids used. The
data were analyzed by using a logistic regression model.

Research findings are as follows. 1) The percentage of respondents who
are willing to pay reduced as the bid price increases, 2) mean willingness to pay per
household is 514.75 Baht/household, 3) the non-use value of 5,787,076.88 Baht is
estimated by multiplying the mean willingness to pay value with 30% of the number
of households in Muang District of Prachuap Khiri Khan Province which is the
percentage of the respondents in the split sample who were willing to pay 500 Baht.
On factors influencing the WTP, two factors were statistically significant. The first is
the bid price, which is significant at 99% level of confidence. The negative coefficient
sign for this variable indicates that the higher the bid price, the lower the probability
that the respondent would be willing to pay. The other determinant variable which is
significant at 99% level of confidence is income. The positive coefficient sign for this
variable indicates that the higher the income, the higher the probability that the
respondent would be willing to pay.

Keywords: Willingness to Pay, Guar, Kuiburi National Park, Contingent VValuation Method
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