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Abstract

The purpose of the study aimed to investigate: 1) the impact of the policy
of adjusting the 300 Baht minimum wage on the Small and Medium-Sized
Entrepreneurs in the rice mills manufacturing sector in Kamphaeng Phet province;
and 2) the adaptation of the entrepreneurs resulting from the policy.

This study was a survey research using the stratified simple random
sampling for the 44 small and medium-sized enterprises in the rice mills
manufacturing sector in KamphaengPhet province. The instruments consisted of
questionnaire and interview forms. Percentage, mean, and cost analysis were applied
in the data analysis.

The results were as follows. 1) The entrepreneurs had applied the new
minimum wage for Thai workers, 67.43 percent of total workers, and had not operated
for foreign workers, 24.09 percent and some Thai workers, 8.48 percent. Thirty-one
point eighty-two percents of the entrepreneurs had lowered their workers through the
performance evaluation scheme, and increased workers’ responsibilities. If the
workers were resigned, their existing jobs were not be replaced by the new workers,
The firms planned to decline Thai workers while they designed to increase forign
ones. Although the entrepreneurs had affected from on the upping wage from 36 Baht
to 67.33 Baht per 100 kg.of rice, the firm’s average total costs had decreased from
1897.35 Baht to 1778.34 Baht per 100 kg. of rice. This was due to 89.55 percent of
production costs were from the raw rice which it’s price was dropped while the
worker costs represented only 3.85 percent. 2)The adaptation of the entrepreneurs
included the reduction of welfares such as housing fund, wages paid to special allowance,
bonus and the incentive payment.When the new minimum wage had been implemented
in the firms, the entrepreneurs had assigned more tasks for their workers and sent
them to attend the training programe provided by the government agencies in order to
increase the performance skills. They also hired foreign workers to replace Thai
workers as these workers showed higher strength and patience than Thai workers.
Furthermore, the entrepreneurs had adjusted other production costs such as the
reduction of the broker hiring cost for purchasing raw rice, as well as the replacement
of machine and equipment for workers. Moreover, the entrepreneurs proposed the
public sector to provide the sourses of low interest rates loans .

Keywords: Three hundred baht minimum wage, The Small and Medium-Sized
Entrepreneurs, Rice mills manufacturing sector
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