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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study: (1) economic and social state of
community enterprise; (2) their knowledge about production and processing of oil palm; (3)
oil palm production; (4) oil palm marketing; (5) needs of biodiesel production from oil palm;
(6) problems and suggestions on oil palm production and marketing of community enterprise
members.

The population in this study were 336 farmers who had planted oil palm trees in
Sichon District, Nakhon Sri Thammarat Province. The sample of 183 farmers were culculated
by Taro Yamane rule. The data were collected by using a structural interview form. The
statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Research results were as follows. (1) More than half of members were male with
their average age of 56.69 years and completed primary education. Their average experience
for oil palm plantation was 10.23 years. They mostly received knowledge of oil palm from
demonstration farm, but received a little information from other sources in overall at low
level. Their average oil palm plantation area was 20.20 Rai, average oil palm age was 10.13
years, and average oil palm production was 2,904.11 Kg/Rai, so average income was
239,745.8 bath/year. (2) They had knowledge of oil palm production and processing at high
and moderate level, respectively. (3) Oil palm plantation area was well- irrigated, loam, and
fertility soil. The Tenerra oil palm was selected for plantation, planting space 9x9 meters,
applied fertilizer 3 times/year, harvested when their well-riped fruit and transport to industrial
factories in 24 hours. 4) For oil palm marketing, the average production cost was seed
2,019.11 baht, fertilizer 2,635.01 bath, nursed 659.69 bath, labor 1,417.59 baht, agricultural
chemicals 212.46 baht, and transportation 0.53 baht; with the average price of product was
3.99 baht/Kg., which were sold to private field and community enterprise field by hiring the
harvester to be transporter. They received cash when sold, got bonus at the end of the year
and increasing the price when the products were sold at community enterprise field. (5) Most
of them required the community enterprise to produce biodiesel from oil palm, and sale price
would be the same as or less than the market, finally the benefits were dividend for members.
(6) In overall, their oil palm production and marketing problems were moderate and high
level, respectively. They suggested that it should be training course in production and
transferring knowledge through the demonstration farm in every village; and supplying cheap
price of fertilizer. For marketing, they suggested that the government should have price
guarantee for product; furthermore the crude oil palm should not be imported, but supported
for export.

Keywords: Production; Marketing; Oil Palm; Community Enterprise; Nakhon Sri Thammarat
Province
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