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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of farmer
volunteers and farmers (2) roles of farmer volunteers toward agricultural extension (3) opinions and
satisfaction of farmer volunteers and farmers toward the operations according to roles of farmer
volunteers (4) correlations between social and economic factors of farmer volunteers toward the
operations according to  roles of farmer volunteers (5) problems and recommendation of farmer
volunteers and farmers toward the operations according to roles of farmer volunteers .

The research population was totally 424 farmers comprising 49 farmer volunteers and 375
farmers in Thong Saen Khan District by simple random sampling. Data compilation was done by
questionnaires and interview. The obtained data was analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used
were percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, standard deviation and correlation analysis.

Results of the research indicated most of the farmer volunteers were male with the
average age at 48.08 years. Most of the farmers were female with the average age at 47.68 years.
Most of the farmer volunteers completed higher secondary education or vocational certificate. Most of
the farmers completed Prathom 6. For social position, most of the farmer volunteers were also village
health volunteers, and community leaders. Most of the farmers were village committee and owners of
their agricultural occupied area. The average agricultural occupied area owned by farmer volunteer
was 25.41 rai. The average agricultural occupied area owned by farmers was 16.89 rai. The average
rented agricultural area of farmer volunteers was 17.40 rai.  The average rented agricultural area of
farmers was 18.76 rai. The average of other agricultural occupied area of farmer volunteers i.e. area
for public use, unoccupied area, was 27.00 rai while that of farmers was 19.55 rai. The average total
agricultural occupied area of farmer volunteers was 33.92 rai while that of farmers was 25.03 rai. The
average number of farmer volunteers household member was 3.88 persons. The average number of
farmers household member was 4.08 persons. The average number of male in farmer volunteers
household was 2.21 persons. The average number of male in farmers household was 2.05 persons. The
average number of female in farmer volunteers household was 1.71 persons. The average number of
female in farmers household was 2.10 persons. The average annual income from agricultural sector of
farmer volunteers was 245,000 baht. The average annual income from agricultural sector of farmers
was 258,000 baht. The average annual income from non-agricultural sector of farmer volunteers was
119,000 baht. The average annual income from non-agricultural sector of farmers was 55,300 baht.
The average total annual income of farmer volunteers was 350,000 baht. The average total annual
income of farmers was 290,000 baht. The main occupation of farmer volunteers and farmers was rice-
farmer. The subordinate occupation of farmer volunteers was crop planting.  The subordinate
occupation of farmers was hired labor. Most of the farmer volunteers had already worked for two
years. In overall, opinion of farmer volunteers and farmers regarding necessity for operation according
to roles of farmer volunteers was at the highest level. Their overall opinion regarding roles of farmer
volunteers was at high and medium level respectively. In overall, every office concerned in the
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives used to give support. Satisfaction in the farmer volunteers
operation was at high level. There was none of factor which was statistical significant relationship with
the current operation of farmer volunteers. Problems/obstacles in the operation were at medium level.
It was recommended farmer volunteers be paid to boost their working morale.

Keywords: Roles, Farmer VVolunteers ,Thong Saen Khan District
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