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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic
circumstance of farmers in Pong Nam Ron District of Chanthaburi Province (2) longan
production of farmers, and (3) agricultural extension needs of longan production farmers.

Population in this study was a number of 4,422 longan production farmers in
Pong Nam Ron District of Chanthaburi Province who in the year 2012 had registered as
longan production farmers. From simple random sampling, a number of 367 samples were
selected. Data were collected from them by interview form and then analyzed by computer
programs. Statistics used were frequency, average scores, mean, maximum value, minimum
value and standard deviation.

Findings from the research were: (1) 77.9% of the farmers were male with the
average age at 36.2 years. Most of them were educated at primary school level having 4.62
persons as their average number of household member. Their average experience in longan
production was 10.59 years. All of them joined membership of agricultural institutions and
were customers of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Mostly there
were 2 persons as their household labor while there were 5 persons as hired labor. Their
average longan production area was 24.32 rai. The entire land apparently owned by these
farmers and source of their capital was from their own money. (2) Characteristics of longan
production area were mostly low land and loam, growing longan cv.Eedor with the average
age of longan 13.18 years and having yielded averagely 9.82 years. Their water source
would be waterways including natural water source, watering by sprinklers that showered
over the ground. Pruning was done once a year. Both manure and chemical fertilizer were
applied by formula 46-0-0, 8-24-24, 16-16-16, 15-15-15, 27-6-6, 15-0-0 and 13-13-21.
Chemical substance also used such as Methomyl, Cypermetthrin, Abamectin and white oil.
Outbreak of pests included leaf eating looper, snout weevil, Aceria sp. mealy bug, soft scale
and bat. In off-season longan production, potassiumchlorate substance was used. In longan
production, the average production cost of longan was 15,447.86 baht/rai. Their average
income from selling longan was 68,510.87 baht, receiving the average net profit 53,063.01
baht. (3) Agricultural extension needs of farmers regarding longan production was at
medium level with average scores 3.02. Recommended promotion channel and method
should be carried out through government officials via following media i.e. television,
manual, CD/VDO and academic lectures.

Keywords: Longan Production, Chanthaburi Province
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