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Abstract

This research aimed to study as follows: (1) socio-economic characteristics of
farmers, (2) farmers’ potentials in safety chili production, (3) farmers’ practices in
using chemical substances for chili production, and (4) problems of farmers in safety
chili production.

The data were obtained from 180 samples of the total 351 farmers who planted
chilies in Phibun Mangsahan District, Ubon Ratchathani Province by using an
interviewed questionnaire. Frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, standard deviation, and ranking were utilized for data analysis by using
computerized program.

The findings showed that (1) the majority of farmers were female accounted
for 63.0 percent with an average age of 43.8 years, and 51.85 percent graduated from
primary school. They had an average household number of 4.84 persons and
experienced in chili production for an average of 4.89 years. The average numbers of
household labor and paid labor were 2.53 persons and 3.44 persons. The farmers had
farming area with an average of 17.04 rai per family, 2.39 rai of their owns and 2.39
rai rental. The average chili planting area was 2.19 rai. The average cost of
investment was 7,636.02 baht/rai and an average return was 105,746.30 baht/rai.
Most of them used their own budget for chili production. (2) Good return of chili
production and additional income of family after rice harvesting were the farmers’
motivation. Furthermore, farmers had high potentials in chili production. (3) The
majority of farmers had knowledge in chemical utilization at high level. (4) A half of
farmers had problems in low chili price and insufficient labor for harvesting. They
suggested that farmers should acquire knowledge in chili pest controls by
communicating with government agencies. The government should support farmers
by controlling agricultural supply prices and set up chili price appropriated with
quality. Hence, The chili market operated by the government should be established.

Keywords: Chili production, Safety agricultural production, Ubon Ratchathani
Province
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