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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to explore the socio-economic profile
as well as opinions of tourists who visited the Erawan National Park, to determine
factors that affect the tourists’ decision to visit Erawan National Park, to measure the
benefit of the park in terms of use value from tourism in the year of 2011 by using
individual travel cost method.

The analysis was based on information collected from face-to-face
interviews of 200 Thai tourists age between 15 — 60 years who visit Erawan National
Park, Kanchanaburi during April 5 — 17, 2011. Poisson regression model was used to
estimate the consumers’ surplus.

The result found that 1) 53.5% of the respondents were male tourists with
average age of 30 years old; 66% were single. The larger percentage completed
Bachelor’s degree and average monthly income was 16,965 baht per month. 2) three
factors which influenced decisions to visit Erawan National Park, namely travel cost,
time and gender. These were significant at 99%, 95% and 90% levels of confidence
respectively.3)The negative coefficients signs of the travel cost and time indicated that
if travel cost and time to Erawan National Park increased, the number of times people
would visit to the park would be reduce. Gender was another significant variable with
positive coefficient sign indicating the higher number of visitations among male than
female tourists. Consumers’ surplus was 1,388 baht/person/year. Using this value to
multiply the number of who visit Erawan National Park, which was 417,289 in 2010,
the total use value would amount to 579,197,132 baht per year.

Keywords: Consumers’ surplus, individual travel cost method, Erawan National park
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