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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the personal factors of members
of Supanimit Kraburi Agricultural Cooperative Ltd.; 2) the relationships between the
members’ personal factors and factors related to the cooperative with the members’
participation in the cooperative’s business activities; and 3) problems with the members’
participation in the cooperative’s business activities and recommendations for improvements.

The sample population consisted of 272 members of Supanimit Kraburi
Agricultural Cooperative Ltd. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi square test and content analysis.

The results showed that 1) the majority of samples were female, age 51-60,
educated to primary school level, married and worked as farmers. Their average income was
50,000-100,000 baht a year and their average expenses were 30,001-50,000 baht a year. They
had been members of the cooperative on average 6-10 years. They had participated in the
cooperative’s business activities in the past year, 52.6% they had participated in receiving
deposits, 66.2% in acquiring merchandise for sale, 53.7% in the credit business, and 26.5% in
the agricultural products consolidation business. Overall, all cooperative-related factors
affected members’ participation to a high level. The cooperative’s stability was rated as the
most important factor, followed by confidence in the board of directors and financial returns.
2) The following personal factors were related to members’ participation to a statistically
significant degree (p>0.05): age was related to participation in acquiring merchandise for sale;
marital status and annual income were related to participation in receiving deposits; career
was related to participation in the credit business; annual income was related to participation
in the agricultural products consolidation business; number of years of membership in the
cooperative was related to participation in receiving deposits, acquiring merchandise for sale,
the credit business and the agricultural products consolidation business. As for cooperative-
related factors, the factors of stability and confidence in the board of directors were related to
participation in receiving deposits and agricultural products consolidation to a statistically
significant degree. The factor of financial returns was related to participation in receiving
deposits, the credit business and agricultural products consolidation. The factor of benefits
was related to participation in receiving deposits. 3) Overall, the samples reported that they
had a medium level of problems with participating in the cooperative’s business activities.
The major problem was a lack of time to join in the cooperative’s operations. The less
important problems were dissatisfaction with the board of director’s services and that the
cooperative did not offer complete services as desired by its members.

Keywords : Cooperative business activities, Member participation, Agricultural cooperative,
Ranong Province
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