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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were 1 ) to study general state of
cooperatives that took out loans from the Cooperative Development Fund in Yasothon
Province; 2) the level of their expectation for the loans from the Cooperative Development
Fund; and 3) problems, constraints, and suggestions of the cooperatives that took out loans
from the Cooperative Development Fund.

The population in this study was 123 cooperative officials from 9 cooperatives
who were on the operating committee and were in the management section of the
cooperatives that took out loans from the Cooperative Development Fund in Yasothon
Province in the fiscal year 2014. The data were collected by using questionnaires at 0.94
confidence value. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data was frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) The studied officials were on the
operating committee were 79.7%, while 20.3% of them were in the management section,
88.6% of them sat on the position less than 5 years, 39.8% of them worked in a big
cooperative, while 63.4% of them worked in a small cooperative that had members less than
1,000 persons. The 69.9% of them worked in a cooperative that operated in savings business
and product procuring/distributing business, 77.2% of them decided to take out loans from the
Cooperative Development Fund because its interest rates were lower than the rates of other
loan sources, 92.7% of them accepted to pay the interest rates not higher than 1-5% of their
loans, and 59.3% of them expected that their loans were sufficient for 1 production season.
Besides, 80.5% of them were suggested about the Cooperative Development Fund by
cooperative officials who explained them all the details at their cooperative site, and 85.4% of
them found a solution to their problems and knew how to practice properly by consulting with
the officials of the Office of Provincial Cooperative. 2 ) The overall expectation of the
cooperatives that took out loans from the Cooperative Development Fund of Yasothon
Province was at high level in all 5 aspects, ranging from the aspect of the image of the
Cooperative Development Fund which the studied officials had expectation for at the highest
level, the aspect of their servicing, the aspect of regulations for giving them loans/procedure,
the aspect of interest rates and loans, to the aspect of guidelines for developing the
Cooperative Development Fund. 3) The considering problems, constraints, and suggestions of
the studied officials about the Cooperative Development Fund, it was found that 45.46% of
them suggested that the fund loans should have had low interest rates; about the guidelines for
developing the fund, 60.00% of them suggested that the fund should have given them loans
with low interest rates to strengthen their cooperative; about their need for the fund, 54.84%
of them suggested that the fund should have been operated further because the fund had low
interest rates; and about other suggestions, 42.86% of them suggested that the range of
interest rates should have been improved to be lower interest rates for their cooperative,
especially for small ones.

Keywords: Expectation, Cooperative Development Fund, Cooperative in Yasothon Province
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